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Ethiopia the Reign of Menelik 11, 1889-1913

Menelik embarked on a program of military conquest that more than
doubled the size of his domain (see fig. 4). Enjoying superior
firepower, his forces overran the Kembata and Welamo regions in the
southern highlands. Also subdued were the Kefa and other Oromo- and

Omotic-speaking peoples
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Oromia Briefs

Size

375,000 Square Miles, or, 600,000 square kilometers; Larger than France,
Italy, Switzerland, Belgium & the Netherlands combined.

Population

40 million; 3rd. largest nationality in Africa; single largest nationality in
East Africa.

Religion
Waagqa, [slam, Christian.

The Oromo were colonised during the last quarter of the nineteenth century
by a black African nation - Abyssinia - with the help of the European colonial powers
of the day. During the same period, of course, the Somalis, Kenyans, Sudanese and
others were colonised by European powers. The fact that the Oromo were colonised by
black African nation makes their case quite special.

During the process of colonisation, between 1870 and 1900, the Oromo
population was reduced from ten to five millions. This period coincides with the
occupation of Oromo land by the Abyssinian emperors Yohannes and Menilek. After
colonisation, these emperors and their successors continued to treat Oromo with
utmost cruelty. Many were killed by the colonial army and settlers, others died of
famine and epidemics of various diseases or were sold off as slaves. Those who
remained on the land were reduced to the status of gabbar (a peasant from whom
labour and produce is exacted and is a crude form of serfdom).

Haile Selassie consolidated Yohannes and Meniiek's gains and with the use of
violence, obstructed the process of natural and historical development of the Oromo
society - political, economic and social. In all spheres of life, discrimination,
subjugation, repression and exploitation of all forms were applied. Everything possible
was done to destroy Oromo identity - culture, language, custom, tradition, name and
origin. In short Haile Selassie maintained the general policy of genocide against the
Oromo

Today when nearly all of the African peoples have won independence, the Oromo
continue to suffer under the most backward and savage Ethiopian settler colonialism.
All genuinely democratic and progressive individuals and groups, including members
of the oppressor nation, Amhara, who believe in peace, human dignity and liberty
should support the Oromo struggle for liberation.
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Political Background Of The Ogadenia Struggle

Ogaden is the land of hundreds of thousands of martyrs in the name of freedom
and justice. It is the cradle of revolutionary heroes as well as the centre of Somali
culture and heritage. It is situated at the junction between Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya
and Djibouti in the Horn of Africa.

..... At the advent of the colonialist scramble for Africa, three colonial powers, namely
Great Britain, France and Italy, with clashing interests, simultaneously invaded the
Horn of Africa. Great Britain in pursuit of it quest to create an unbroken link from
Capetown to Cairo saw this region as merely another link in the chain. France wished
to extend her West African possessions to the Red Sea. Italy had the intention of
linking Eritrea with Southern Somaliland thereby creating an Italian East African
Empire. The objectives of Great Britain, France and Italy were in direct conflict with
each other making Abyssinia the key for the execution of their objectives. In order to
avoid military conflict among themselves, the European powers each campaigned to
win the friendship of Abyssinian (Ethiopian) rulers. This lobbying effort included the
supply of large quantities of weapons and other military aid hence turning Abyssinia
into the most profitable East African market for European weapons.

After amassing a large number of relatively modern arms, Ethiopia was able to
conquer Harar in 1887 for the first time. This was seen as a stepping stone for
eventual Ethiopian occupation of Ogaden.

Hence, the people of Ogaden sought to establish an truly independent vanguard, to
correctly represent the interest of the people of Ogadenia in their justified quest for
self-determination. The result of this effort was the creation of the Ogaden National
Liberation Front (ONLF) on August 15, 1984 in response to public desire for a truly
independent voice for the liberation of Ogaden. .............

By Abdurahman MAHDI

The Ogaden Somali territory lies between Oromia to the west, Afar to the north-west,
the Republic of Djibouti to the north, Kenya to the south and the Somali Republic to
the east. Somali agro-pastoral people have a single language, culture, and socio-
economic structure inhabiting the Ogaden territory.

The Ogaden Somali people were independent and powerful until colonial powers from
overseas came to Africa and started arming the Abyssinian chiefs in the north, the
present-day Ethiopia. Using the arms and expertise provided by the colonialists, the
Abyssinians captured Harar in 1884 and started raiding Ogaden Somali villages in
that area, killing men and selling women and children as slaves. The Ogaden Somalis
vehemently resisted the encroachment of the Abyssinian expansionists and succeeded
in halting their advance. Even though the Abyssinian military campaign to conquer
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the rest of the Somali territory failed, the colonial powers recognised its claim over the
Ogaden Somali-land and signed treaties with them.

From 1896 to 1948 Abyssinia (renaming itself Ethiopia) waged a constant war of
conquest against the Somalis but failed in gaining any further foothold in the Ogaden.
In 1935, Italy invaded Abyssinia and captured it along with the Ogaden and the
territories of other nations in the area. Then the British defeated Italy in the Horn of
Africa in 1941, and it administered the Ogaden for eight years until it transferred part
of the Ogaden (Jigjiga area) to Ethiopia for the first time. The other parts were
transferred in 1954 and 1956. Thus Ethiopia gained control over the Ogaden without
the knowledge or the consent of the Ogaden Somali people. From then onwards,
successive Ethiopian regimes mercilessly suppressed the Ogaden people and whenever
the liberation movements seriously weakened and threatened Ethiopian colonialism, a
foreign power directly intervened to re-establish the colonial rule over the Ogaden.

DG 00T h9°&h HANC ST AAHDT AN vt ATe&Xe HChO AHch UHOL AA® HZTON Aghi7:
FOALt ACT® @ ADLT P68 ¢ DPNA ... hH. e HE MG v A lAOh?  alcht WAL
i VHA®P 094t Al HPITP ALNTET: 078G ATLEI® NOTYLLP HLA. hTHA API° (6AI°:  (H. aPO\lt hha

P NARL NnGT 909° HIL APST §8 4470 : 400 : NABT (\PLTT O11R4LP
NAAFTT APTOCTT  : O&PT ATEREP Al 27000 %% ANChE MNé = Lhd
NAAL T %09%° hh 908 ALNLe: NPLT : FCOL : AMd-hA? ho0iMT TAACRSP §6
PRAON MBAST T8 P0ANMTT P0PT HAGET O0&% # Lhé 1978 DA It
ANCT ¢78 §8 AXPC AdadT he§ Al OTYLLP LT MNLT = ATeEP bl
e 2 oGP TCovr : L hCPT : h9°h’ @7 Al P°O8AF 1989 Nl Ald-hA
O17L4P HTH htdhAl hhAd AP # AH, et : AR 7014 hThATA AA HEhI :
At PIL0 ATAC UVHAR $AQN, VHO, ACTé: 010 &t HPAR A Tt ATOXS
HUHA VHASTT DA @7 RA7AC 10O Y1617 HPio AR:  QAAHTY £97 070t
APNC LAl AT HAS Hbte hBr ALTLNTE QATh, 58 7°0%héch 0477 HAPI®
004ty WMCHCT ARNNCEIT 2 A Chévt 004t (AT HLE° HA@. 207 UHAT
®&é NN P8, At GLH, e M0GTT Ll L1 00bihl; ATOR LT
TRONCFICT A9

Al PRA. ANA° 04 NNT

Page 8



