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Executive Summary  
  
The conflict in Ethiopiaƞs Tigray  state , one of 
Ethiopiaƞs ten regional states , is an irredentist, 
ethnic secessionist  war led by the Tigray P eopleƞs 
Liberation Front (TPLF ) against the multi ethnic 
federal government. Although the conflict 
officially started on November 4, 2020 after TPLF 
attacked the federal government ƞs Northern 
Command based in Tigray, this showdown had 
been brewing fo r many yearsƜdecades, actually.  
 
Following the fall of the  previous regime in 1991, 
TPLF assumed power and created a system of 
Ơethnic federalismơ in which newly delineated 
regional states were created on the basis of 
ethnicity. TPLF, which governed Ethiopia through 
corruption and ethnocentric policies with US 
support, fell from power in 2018 following mass 
protests that brought to power a new Prime 
Minister, Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali. Though PM Abiy has 
inherited a poisoned chalice, he has worked to 
end Ethiopiaƞs era of ethnicity-based politics.  
 
The US and EU, which provided TPLF support 
during its 27 -year reign, continued to lend support 
to TPLF after 2018 even as it was greatly 
weakened and forced to retreat from Addis Ababa 
to its regional capital, Mekelle. Emboldened by the 
Western media, NGOs and governments, TPL F, by 
its own admission, started the conflict in 
November with secessionist and irredentist aims. 
Federal forces quickly captured Tigrayƞs capital 
city in little over three weeks and TPLF was forced 
to retreat.  
 
Since the start of the conflict until the p resent 
moment, the majority of coverage on Tigray has 
been marked by massive levels disinformation. 
This report shows in detail why and how the 
disinformation is propagated Ɯvia print and social 
mediaƜby predominantly Western sources. 

Ultimately, the disinf ormation serves to 
manufacture consent for an unpopular irredentist, 
ethnic secessionist war that could not be justified 
in the eyes of the international public through 
honest reporting. This publication shows how a 
Ơcommunications blackoutơ is used as a 
justification by the media to accept and forward 
information of poor integrity.  
 
With the fall of TPLF in late November came the 
consequent failure of US policy in the Horn of 
Africa. Since then, the Western media has, 
retroactively and proactively, forwar ded a number 
of allegations of crimes against the people of 
Tigray perpetrated by the Ethiopian and Eritrean 
militaries. Eritrea has served as the primary 
scapegoat.  
 
Alleged crimes include massacres, mass rape and 
sexual violence, looting, extrajudicial killings, 
genocide, ethnic cleansing and war crimes. Much 
of the reporting of these crimes, devoid of 
evidence and context, has proven sensational and 
racist with simplistic savage -like portrayals of 
Eritreans and Ethiopians that draw on old colonial 
trope s of Africans.  This report looks beyond the 
gaudy headlines and provides sober, evidence -
based analysis of the major allegations. 
Significant focus is given to social media as most 
disinformation about Tigray originates there.  
 
Additionally, this report assesses the nature of 
and problems with Western mediaƞs overall 
coverage of the Tigray conflict. Lastly, it provides 
analysis of the actions by Western governments 
and likely consequences of those actions to 
encourage better policy decisions in the Horn o f 
Africa moving forward.  
 
New York/Asmara,  May 9 , 2021 

 



1 
 

Historical Context  
 
The current region of Tigray is Ethiopia ƞs 
northernmost region, bordering Eritrea and 
Sudan. Its people, who speak Tigrinya, a language 
shared with the Tigrinya people of Eritrea , trace 
their history back two millennia to the ancient 
Kingdom of Axum, whose capital was located in 
the modern -day city of Axum.  
 

 
Figure 1. Tigray Regional State, Ethiopia. Courtesy: Al Jazeera. 

During medieval times, the regi on was absor bed 
into the highland feudal state of Abyssinia , which 
shifted political power southward to the Amharic -
speaking people, who are today based in the 
Amhara region that neighbors Tigray. The 
Tigrayan nobility shared political power in the new 
kingdom and coronation of the Abyssinian 
monarch took place at Axum, the religious center 
of the polity . Abyssiniaƞs name was later changed 
to ƠEthiopiaơ in the 19th century under Emperor 
Menelik II. 
 
From the late 19 th through much of the 20 th 
centuries , imperial conquests by the then 
multiethnic  ruling class of settler colonialists  from 
the Shewa region Ɯtoday, pejoratively  referred to 
as neftegnas , meaning ƠriflemenơƜexpanded 
national boundaries and imposed Amhara cultural 
hegemony throughout the empire unde r a Shewan 
aristocracy. As part of this conquest, Eritrea, 
which had been  successively colonized by the 
Ottomans, Italians and British, fell under Ethiopia ƞs 

                                                           
1 "When Guerrillas Become Government: The Political 
Tradition in the Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front and 
the Tigray Peoples Liberation Front and Its 
Connec tion With the Recent Ethio -Eritrean Conǂict", 
International Third World Studies Journal and Review ; 
Sishagne, Shumet; Volume XII, 2001, 53)  

colonial rule in 1952 and was illegally annexed in 
1962, gaining for itself the second most 
indust rialized state in Africa  at that time  (only 
second to  South Africa) . The 1974 military 
overthrow of Emperor Haile Selassie ended the 
imperial monarchy and gave way to a burgeoning 
Ethiopian revolution, later hijacked by the quasi -
communist  Derg  (Amharic fo r Ơcommittee ơ) 
regime that continued to enforce Amharic cultural 
hegemony by masking it in Marxist rhetoric.  
  
Following in the footsteps of revolutionary 
Eritrean liberation movements that had been at 
war with Ethiopia ƞs government  since 1961, most 
notab ly the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF; known 
locally as Jebha) and the Eritrean People ƞs 
Liberation Front (EPLF; known locally as Shaebia), 
various oppressed ethnic nationalities organized 
armed liberation movements in their respective 
territories inside E thiopia. Drawing inspiration, 
training and material support from EPLF, 1 a small 
group of Tigrayans formed  the Tigrayan People ƞs 
Liberation Front  (TPLF, known locally as Weyane):   
  

The instrumentality of the EPLF in inspiring, 
training and arming the TPLF  could not be 
disputed. It is now a matter of public 
knowledge that the first batch of TPLF 
fighters were trained and launched from 
Eritrea with EPLF commanders playing a 
prominent role in assuring the viability of the 
fledgling band of TPLF fighters. Ʀ Almost all 
of the current TPLF leadership was among 
the group that was trained and organized in 
the Eritrean fields by the EPLF. The EPLF 
provided not only the first guns but also the 
commanders, including the now legendary 
Mussie and Jamaica, who led the gr oup into 
Tigray and launched the armed struggle. 2 

  
Like EPLF, TPLF sought independence for its 
Ơnation .ơ Unlike Eritrea, however, Tigray was not 
an independent nation or colony during either the 

2 Markakis, J. (1989). Nationalities and the State in 
Ethiopia. Third World Quarterly, 11(4), 118-130. 
Retrieved April 17, 2021, from 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3992334   

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3992334
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medieval Abyssinian era or the European 
colonialization of A frica as it was instead a central 
piece of the empire ƞs feudal aristocracy. Despite 
this reality, a small group of Tigrayans formed 
TPLF in 1975 after rece iving training from EPLF in 
1974.3  
 
In 1976, TPLF published  in its founding manifesto 
plans to crea te an independent Tigrinya -speaking 
ƠRepublic of Greater Tigray ơ by expanding Ơitsơ 
territory in northern Ethiopia  to include the lands 
of neighboring ethnic groups , acquiring coastal 
lands within Eritrea a nd seceding from Ethiopia to 
form a new republic. 4 According to EPLF ƞs 
leadership, Tigray ƞs initial manifesto did not 
include the Eritrean coast but would later be 
revised to include it. 5 Aspirations for an 
independent expanded Tigray were first 
expressed in the 1940s by the meddling  of British 
colonialis ts in Eritrea who proposed a union 
between Eritrea and northern Ethiopia , which they 
called ƠGreater Tigrai ơ (Fig. 2).6  
 
The Derg   regime was toppled in 1991 by a 
coalition of liberation forces led primarily by EPLF 
and TPLF.7 Eritrea went on to become a n 
independent country in 1993. Ascending to power 
in Ethiopia, TPLF steadily worked towards 
achieving the goals laid out in its manifesto by 
establishing Ethiopia ƞs system of Ơethnic 
federalismơ mandated by a constitution ratified in 
1994 thatƜthrough the controversial Article 39 Ɯ
allowed for secession of ethnic states in the 
federation through unconditional self -
determination. 8  
 

                                                           
3 Aregawi Berhe, The Origins of the Tigray Peopleƞs 
Liberation Front, African Affairs , 139: 569-592, 2004, 
pg. 569 . 
4 Matthew J. McCracken, Abusing Self -Determination 
and Democrac y: How the TPLF Is Looting Ethiopia, 36 
Case W. Res. J. Intƞl L. 183 (2004).  ; Aregawi Berhe, 
The Origins of the Tigray Peopleƞs Liberation Front, 
African Affa irs, 139: 569-592, 2004, pg. 591 . 
5 Email conversation with a veteran fighter and former 
leader o f EPLF on January 24, 2021.  
6 International Affairs [Royal Institute of International 
Affairs 1944 -], Vol. 21, No. 3 [Jul., 1945], pp. 368. 
7 During the war, TPLF did not own a single tanks and 
relied heavily on EPLF mechanized armies in battle. In 

As an example  of the application of this system 
elsewhere, had it been applied to the United 
States , each state would be designat ed for each 
ethnicity or race:  California for Asian -Americans , 
Mississippi for African -Americans , Texas for 
Mexican -Americans , etc. Governing through 
repression in a newly created ethnic ity-based 
ruling coalition, the Ethiopian People ƞs 
Revolutionary Democ ratic Front (EPRDF), TPLF 
was able to maintain a dominant position in the 
coalition, expand its territorial boundaries and 
enrich the Tigray region, w hich comprises only six 
percent  of the national population, to the 
detriment of other Ethiopian regions. 9 

In May 1998, the TPLF -led EPRDF government 
drew Ethiopia into a two -and-a-half year deadly 
Ơborderơ war with Eritrea, which resulted in 
multiple offensives to capture coastal cities and 

the fi nal drive to capture Addis Ababa, EPLF sent 
EPRDF (i.e. TPLF, OLF and other Ethiopian rebel 
forces) 8 brigades and a mechanized unit, including 
tanks, to assist them. Without EPLFƞs participationƜ
or merely the threat of it Ɯthe capture of Addis Ababa 
and the prior negotiations with the Derg to stand 
down and surrender would not have been possible.  
8 McCracken, Abusing Self -Determination, 185. Article  
9 Gedamu, Yohannes, "Ethnic Federalism and 
Authoritarian Survival in Ethiopia." Dissertation, 
Georgia State  University, 2017. Accessed here: 
http://scholarworks.gsu.edu/political_science_diss/45   

Figure 2. British map of proposed partitioning of "Greater Tigrai." 
Source: International Affairs/ Royal Institute of International Affairs 
1944-], Vol. 21, No. 3 [Jul., 1945], pp. 363-369. 

http://scholarworks.gsu.edu/political_science_diss/45
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the occupation of the border town of Badme Ɯ
internationally recognized as Eritreaƞs in 2002 by 
binding arbitration Ɯfollowed by a 20 year -long 
unresolved war of attrition. 10 During the hot stages 
of the war (1998 - 2000), more than 80,000 
ethnic Eritreans were deported to Eritrea from 
Ethiopiaƛinfamously for Ơthe color of their  eyesơƛ
drawing condemnation by the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights. 11  
 
Similar ethnic cleansing policies and wars for 
territorial expansion and resources were to be 
carried out by TPLF inside of Ethiopia itself, 
leading to genocide against Oromos , Annuaks, 
Somalis, Amharas and other ethnicities, all of 
which have been well -documented by Genocide 
Watch, US Congress and the US Justice 
Department. 12 Keeping true to its manifesto, 
Tigrayƞs boundaries expanded in all directions 
after 1991. Recent maps  show how Tigray grew to 
include the Amhara  regions of Welkait and Raya, 
the Eritrean town of Badme and other surrounding 

                                                           
10 Alemseged Tesfai, ƠThe Cause of the Eritrean-
Ethiopian Border Conflictơ, paper presented at 
conference organized by Heinrich Boll Foundation, 
March 15-17, 1999. Accessed here: 
http://dehai.org/conflict/articles/alemsghed.html  
11 ƠThe Uprooted: Case Material on Ethnic Eritrean 
Deportees from Ethiopia Concerning Human Rights 
Violations.ơ Asmarom Legesse, Eritrean Human Rights 
Task Force (USA), 1998.; Wendy P. Wilson, ƠThe 
Deportation of Eritreans from Ethiopia: Human Rights 
Violations Tolerated by the International Communityơ, 
24 N.C.J. Intƞl L. & Com. Reg.451 (1998). Available at: 
http://scholarship.law.unc.edu/ncilj/vol24/iss2/7   

areas (Fig. 3). In 2009, International Crisis Group 
(ICG) published ƠEthiopia: Ethnic Federalism and 
its Discontents ơ, a report assessing TPLFƞs ethnic 
federalist model and the future of Eth iopia. 
According to the report:  
 

Critics decry worsening ethnic relations as a 
result of ethnic -based competition. In their 
view, the political system divides rather than 
unites people, by creating mutu al suspicion 
and rancour and instituting tribal dynamics 
that could easily spiral out of control. The 
constitutional clause [Article 39] that gives 
nationalities the right to secede is touted as 
proof of the EPRDF ƞs anti -Ethiopian stance. 
Eritreaƞs indepen dence, which turned 
Ethiopia into a landlocked country, is viewed 
as further evidence of a desire to dismember 
it. A recurrent claim is that the EPRDF has 
unduly privileged its Tigray base and regional 
state to the national detriment.  

12 ƠGenocide Alerts: Ethiopiaơ, Genocide Watch, 
accessed on February 13, 2021. ; ƠDemocracy Under 
Threat in Ethiopiaơ, Subcommittee on Africa, Global 
Health, Global Human Rights, and International 
Organizations (Committee on Foreign Affairs), March 
9, 2017. Transcript accessed here: 
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/C HRG-
115hhrg24585/html/CHRG -115hhrg24585.htm ; Armed 
Conflicts Report, ƠEthiopia (2002 ƛ first combat 
deaths)ơ, Update: January 2009. Accessed here: 
https://www. justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legac
y/2014/02/25/Ethiopia.pdf   

http://scholarship.law.unc.edu/ncilj/vol24/iss2/7
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-115hhrg24585/html/CHRG-115hhrg24585.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-115hhrg24585/html/CHRG-115hhrg24585.htm
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2014/02/25/Ethiopia.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2014/02/25/Ethiopia.pdf
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The claim that T PLF privileged Tigray at the 

expense of the nation is perhaps best 

corroborated by the fact that, according to a 

Global Financial Integrity report, TPLF looted 

Ethiopia of $2.6 billion annually. 13 However, it is 

worth noting that the average Tigrayan citize n 

likely did not see the benefits of these illicit funds 

since more than a million depended on annual 

humanitarian food assistance from foreign donors 

funneled into Ethiopia ƞs Productive Safety Net 

Program (PSNP).14  

                                                           
13 "Ethiopiaƞs Cruel Con Game", David Steinman,  
Forbes , March 3, 2017.  
14 ƠEthiopia: Tigray Region Humanitarian Updateơ 
Situation Report No. 3, Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian  Affairs , November 17, 2020.  

Although the ICG report did not cover th ese class 

issues in detail, it did conclude that TPLF ƞs 

ethnicity -based system of governance Ơdecisively 

transformed politics ơ whereby Ơrelations between 

ethnic groups have become increasingly 

competitive, as they vie for control of 

administrative boundari es and government 

budgets in addition to land and natural 

resources.ơ15 ICG cited as the system ƞs principle 

problems, (1) the reality that ƠEthiopiaƞs ethnic 

dispersion is seldom homogenous ơ and (2) the 

15 ƠEthiopia: Ethnic Federalism And Its Discontentsơ, 
Africa Report N°153. International Crisis Group. 
September 4, 2009.  

Figure 3. Map showing expanding territories captured by TPLF since 1991. Courtesy: Passport Party. 
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right of Ơunconditional Ɲself -determination ƞơ. As a 

result, Ơethnic federalism has sharpened 

differences among groups since 1991, and ethno -

nationalist grievances with the nation -state, which 

the TPLF set out  to end, remain.ơ  

 

Thus, it was clear t o the international community 

decade s ago that as TPLF moved forward with its 

secessionist ethnic agenda as laid out in its 1976 

manifestoƜchanging boundaries, fighting 

territorial wars and looting state resources Ɯthe 

Ethiopian federal system was becoming 

increasingly unstable. In spite of these concerns, 

TPLF forge d ahead with its ethnic federal system, 

winning in elections in 2010 and 2015 by 99.6% 

and 100%, respectively. 16  

While these results drew great concern  
worldwide, they hardly came as a surprise as the 
ruling party itself warned in 1993 that Ơif we lose in 
the elections even once, we will encounter a great 
dangerơ.17 In the mind of TPLF, which represents 
an ethnic minority, losing its supreme position is 
an impossible scenario. As long -time Ethiopia 
journalist Rene Lefort wrote in 2016, a more 
equitable share  of federal  power among all ethnic 
groups Ơwould be an even more hazardous leap 
for the TPLF, abandoning its domination and 

                                                           
16 ƠUnease over Extent of Ruling Partyƞs Landslide in 
Ethiopia.ơ Xan Rice, The Guardian , May 26, 2010; 
ƠDispatches: Alarm Bells for Ethiopiaƞs 100% Election 
Victoryơ, Felix Horne, Human Rights Watch, June 23, 
2015.  
17 ƠOur revolutionary democratic goals and the next 
stepơ, EPRDF, Addis Ababa, June 1993. Extract from 
this document were published in the Ethiopian  
Register, June 1996, p. 7. 
18 ƠThe ƝEthiopian Springƞ: ƝKilling is not an answer to 
our grievancesƞơ, René Lefort, Open Democracy , 
September 9, 2016.  

betting that a genuinely democratic federalism 
would emerge. In other words, that nations or a 
coalition of nations much more populo us than the 
Tigreans would not impose majority rule, 
threatening the preservation of what for the Front 
is non-negotiable: Tigreans remaining in charge of 
Tigray.ơ18 
 
After many years of religious, ethnic and popular 
protests, namely the Oromo protests, the  ruling 
coalition elected Dr. Abiy Ahmed as the Prime 
Minister in April 2018, who quickly made peace 
with Eritrea, released political prisoners, 
introduced a series of liberal reforms, appointed a 
progressive cabinet and enacted anti -corruption 
efforts tha t led to the arrest of high -profile TPLF 
officials. 19 TPLF was forced to retreat to its 
regional capital Mekelle. In contrast to TPLF ƞs 
ethno -nationalist agenda, Abiy articulated his 
philosophy of medemer  (Ơsynergyơ) to de -
ethnicize Ethiopia and promote national unity. In 
December 2019, Abiy merged EPRDF to form the 
non-ethnic ity-based  Prosperity Party (PP) with 
TPLF refusing to join despite Abiy imploring them 
to do so. 20 Between late 2019 and mid -2020, Abiy 
sent multiple delegations to Tigray to encourage 
dialogue and mediation between TPLF and PP, 
which failed to bear any fruit. 21  
 
TPLF media organs like Tigrai Media House, 
began to increase their broadcasts about the 
nascent ƠAgazianơ movement to create a new 
state exclusively for Tigrinya -speaking Orthodo x 
Christians. Based on the xenophobic, anti -Muslim 
ideas of the Christian -Zionist, Eritrean -British 
Tesfazion Gerhelase , the Agazian ideology sought 
to provide the sociopolitical underpinnings for a 
Republic of Greater Tigrai that could justify the 
erasure  of a multi -religious Eritrean state in the 
name of returning to an mythical ƠAgazianơ past 
that never existed. 22  

19 "ƝThese changes are unprecedentedƞ: how Abiy is 
upending Ethiopian politics", Jason Burke, The 
Guardian, July 8, 2018.; "Ethiopia Military -Linked 
Group Seeks Asset Sales, Debt Write -Off", By Nizar 
Manek, Bloomberg, October 25, 2019.  
20  "Why Abiy is more popular in Norway than Ethiopia", 
David Pilling, Financial Times , February 26, 2020.  
21 ƠSummary of Efforts Reconciliation with TPLFơ, 
Ethiopian News Agency, November 23, 2020.  
22 Ơ᷉ ṪḤḔḯḔ Ṹᶿṍ ṸờṸẪẻṪ 1ẽ Ẃἢ/ʋ 6/29/2020 ]....#tmh 
#SupporTMH  #TegaruMedia ơ. Tigrai Media House . 

ñThus, it was clear to the international 

community decades  ago that as TPLF 

moved forward with its secessionist 

ethnic agenda as laid out in its 1976 

manifesto ðchanging boundaries , 

fighting territorial wars and looting 

state resources ðthe Ethiopian federal 

system was becoming increasingly 

unstable. ò 

 



6 
 

  
On account of the COVID -19 pandemic, the 
federal government announced in March 2020 
that it would postpone national elections until at 
least  2021.23 Observing that similar actions have 
been taken by democracies worldwide, The 
Economist  magazine explained, ƠJust as delaying 
elections is not inherently authoritarian, ploughing 
ahead with a vote can be antithetical to 
democratic principles. ơ24 In spite of global public 
health concerns, TPLF held military parades in 
Tigray in August followed by regional 
parliamentary elections in September, winning 
98.2% of the vote (winning 100% of contested 
seats).25 On October 24, TPLF blocked the federal 
appointme nt of a newly assigned brigadier 
general to the Northern Command stationed in 
Tigray on the grounds that the federal 
government was unelected and thus illegitimate. 26 
This justification allowed TPLF to avoid 
allegations of sedition. It is worth noting, howe ver, 
that even prior to claims of federal illegitimacy due 
to delayed elections, TPLF had already engaged 
in outright sedition by refusing to hand over 
TPLFƞs spy chief Getachew Assefa, who was 
indicted by the federal attorney general. 27 
 
On the same day wh en TPLF blocked the new 
brigadier general ƞs appointment, Tigray  state  
officials complained that $7.6 million was being 
withheld by the federal government, which in 
response said that money, moving forward, would 
be disbursed directly to local administrator s 
rather than regional bodies (i.e. TPLF leadership 
itself). 28 Failing to recognize the federal 
governmentƜperhaps a miscalculation by 
TPLFƜTigray would inevitably face issues with 
currency, trade, communications, banking and 
other sectors influenced by Add is Ababa.29  
 

                                                           
Uploaded to YouTube on June 29 , 2020. Access here: 
https://youtu.be/_WVtQ3GLEcA   
23 ƠEthiopian PMƞs term extended as election delayed 
for virusơ, Elias Meseret, Associated Press , June 10, 
2020.  
24 ƠThe pandemic is affecting elections around the 
worldơ, The Economist , August 17, 2020.  
25 ƠTigray wins Tigray by-electionơ, BBC Amharic , 
September 11, 2020.  
26 "Ethiopiaƞs Tigray blocks generalƞs appointment in 
blow to Abiy", Al Jazeera English, October 30, 2020.  
27 ƠEthiopia arrest warrant for ex-spy chief, Getachew 
Assefaơ, Abdur Rahman Alfa Shaban, Africa News , 

Six days later, ICG issued a briefing warning of 
looming conflict in Tigray for which a willing and 
capable TPLF was preparing itself:  ƠTigray itself 
is prepared for a struggle. Its well -armed regional 
paramilitary force is led by former nati onal army 
generals. It also boasts a large militia full of war 
veterans. TPLF leaders say that many officers in 
the units of the Northern Command, which still 
patrols the Eritrea border, would not be likely to 
support any federal intervention, and some cou ld 
even break and join Tigray ƞs forces.ơ30  
 
TPLFƞs belief in its own superiority in a wartime 
scenario with Ethiopia likely arises from the fact 
that it felt Ethiopia was diplomatically isolated  in 
the international community . In an interview with 
Dimsti We yane TV, ex-ambassador to Somal ia 
and high -ranking TPLF member W ondimu 
Asaminew  spoke with braggadocio about TPLF ƞs 
diplomatic prowess and explained that Abiy was 
isolated, weak and incapable of surviving the 
diplomatic Ơjungleơ: 
  

Now, at home we are not at peace with 
ourselves. Ʀ In fact, now, due to our 
weakness, there are many countries 
emboldened to bully us around. So on e of the 
reasons why our policy Ɯforeign policy and 
diplomacyƜis a problem is that the domestic 
foundation of a strong foreign policy is now 
deconstructed. Not only that. You are strong 
in foreign relations as strong as your allies. 
And, unfor tunately, we have deconstructed, 
now, the foreign policy, diplomacy, security 
architecture we had carefully built in the last 
27 years. Now, IGAD is rendered irrelevant. 
We have disregarded the African Union.  We 
[Ethiopia] are  alone. We are isolated. 
Perhaps the only friend we have, if we are 
going to call him a friend, is [Eritrean] 

March 1, 2019.; ƠEthiopia: Not too late to stop Tigray 
conflict from unravelling countryơ, Dino Mahtani and 
William Davison, The Africa Report , November 10, 
2020.  
28 ƠTension rises as Tigray accuses Central govƞt of 
holding up fundsơ, Neamin Ashenafi, The Ethiopian 
Reporter , October 24, 2020.  
29 "Ethiopia is demonetizing its economy with new 
currency to tackle hoarding and illegal trade", Samuel 
Getachew. Quartz , September 14, 2020.  
30  "Steering Ethiopiaƞs Tigray Crisis Away from 
Conflict", Africa Briefing N°162, International Crisis 
Group, October 30, 2020.  

https://youtu.be/_WVtQ3GLEcA
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president Isaias ƛthe suspicious actor in 
the neighborhood. And you see, in foreign 
relations, if you are alone, it ƞs like a jungle 
life. And in the jungle, when you are alone, 
you cannot survive. Now, I can say we are 
alone. We are separated from the herd and 
the reason why our foreign policy and 
diplomacy is weak is beca use we have, 
with a sense of vengeance, deconstructed 
the carefully constructed security 
architecture we [TPLF] had  built.  Ʀ 
Diplomac y is concentrated in the palace Ɯin 
the Prime Minister ƞs OfficeƜand diplomacy 
is run by amateurs and the Ministry of 
Foreign  Affairs is led by people who may 
have not sufficient skills and knowledge 
about the complexity of diplomacy. 31 
[Emphasis added]  

  
As a challenge to the federal government, 
Wondimu appears  to have set up a de facto 
foreign ministry for Tigray through Ơthe newly-
formed Tigray Friendship Liaison Office, which 
helps Tigrayan officials communicate with other 
governments, trade councils and cultural bodies. 
Ʀ The office represents an effort by Tigrayans Ɲto 
explain ourselves to the world ƞ, Wondimu said, and 
to di stance themselves from a fraught democratic 
transition under Abiy that has been undermined by 
persistent ethnic violence. Ʀ ƝWhile the whole 
country is in shambles, our institutions a re 
working,ƞ Wondimu told AFP.ơ32 
  
In a November 1 tweet about his virtua l meeting 
with EU officials, TPLF Spokesperson Getachew 
Reda made it clear that dialogue with Abiy and PP 
was impossible: ƠI did reiterate #TPLF ƞs position 
that an all inclusive political dialogue is the only 
way out and that @AbiyAhmedAli and #PP have 
neither the capabilities nor the legitimacy to lead 
such a dialogue. #TPLF has not and will not agree 
to bilateral negotiations with #PP or #Abiy. ơ33  

                                                           
31 ƠDW English with Ambassador Wondimu Asaminew 
on current political affairs Part 1/2ơ. Dimtsi Weyane 
Television . Uploaded to YouTube on Jun 13, 2020. 
Access here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFoqAvO6JHo   
32 "Polls in Ethiopiaƞs Tigray set to escalate standoff 
with Abiy", Robbie Corey Boulet, Agence France -
Presse. September 8, 2020.  
33 Tweet by @reda_getachew posted on November 1, 
2020. Access h ere: 

  
After shunning all routes to dialogue, TPLF 
attacked the federal government ƞs Northern 
Command during the m orning of November 4  (or 
the evening of November 3 ; exact time is 
unknown), effectively starting the conflict. TPLF 
did not  hide this fact. Central committee member 
Sekoutoure Getachew admitted on a televised 
program of TPLFƞs Dimtsi Weyane  TV that TPLF 
forces had conducted a Ơpreemptive strike ơ and 
made comparisons to similar actions taken by 
Israel against Arab nations. 34   
  
In review, consider that TPLF:  
  
¶ has pursued a secessionist trajectory in 

accordance with its 1976 manifesto;  
¶ introduced the Ơethnic  federalist ơ system via 

a constitution that allowed for Tigray ƞs 
unilateral secession through Article 39;  

¶ used EPRDF to expand Tigray ƞs regional 
boundaries and enrich TPLF leaders to 
strengthen its position upon eventual 
secession  (possibly for an ƠAgazianơ state); 

¶ fought a war of attrition with Eritrea that 
sought to capture the necessary coastal 
cities outlined in the 1976 manifesto;  

¶ refused to join the reformed, de -ethnicized 
ruling coalition (i.e. Prosperity Party) which 
served to isolate Tigray from E thiopia 
politically and administratively;  

¶ refused to recognize the legitimacy of PM 
Abiy Ahmed and the federal government, 
leading to disruptions in finance, currency, 
trade, communications and banking;  

¶ held gratuitous military parades, held an 
illegal election and rejected multiple 
mediation efforts to deescalate tensions 
with the federal government;  

¶ grew emboldened by the perceived isolation 
and diplomatic naivety of Abiy  and PP;  

¶ prepared itself for war with the federal 
government; and  

https://twitter.com/reda_getachew/status/132295189
1815452672  
34 "TPLF Spokesman Admits to Sparking the Conflict 
in Ethiopia and Plunging Tigray into Darkness", 
Teodrose Fikre mariam, Ghion Journal , November 14, 
2020. ; Interview with Sekuture Getachew. 

ƠṺẽṋἸẸ᷄Ố᷄ḉẻẛ ᷉ẦḊἤ Ḹễ ʋ᷄ửṨḟḤ ṺṪễ᷉ṋἸ ᶱểḌ 

04/2013 Ấ/᷉ơ. Dimtsi Weyane Television . Uploaded 
to YouTube on November 13, 2020. Access here: 
https://youtu.be/H1yThWjhYYo   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFoqAvO6JHo
https://twitter.com/reda_getachew/status/1322951891815452672
https://twitter.com/reda_getachew/status/1322951891815452672
https://youtu.be/H1yThWjhYYo
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¶ initiated the wa r by attacking the Northern 
Command and bragged about it on television 
afterward.  

  
Therefore , it is clear that TPLF, prior to armed 
conflict in November 2020, was on a route 
towards secession to expand its territory into 
both Ethiopia and Eritrea and sou ght to make war 
with those countries  inevitable. Rather than wait  
passively for such a war to arrive, TPLF opted 
instead for brinkmanship and escalation of the 
possibility of war with Ethiopia and Eritrea. By 
TPLFƞs own rationale Ɯfaulty as it may have 
beenƜsuch a war was  its only option because 
negotiating away concessions for a more 
equitable balance of power among all ethnic 
regions wa s a perceived impossibility since 
Tigrayans, an ethnic minority, would forever be 
marginalized in a major ity-rule ethnic f ederal 
system that TPLF itself created. Thus, for TPLF an 
unjust, seemingly unwinn able war wa s a fait 
accompli .  

 
However, the justification for the start, 
continuation and resolution of any war in the 
modern era depends on legal, moral and logical 
conside rations in the court of international public 
opinion. As such, TPLFƞs plan for a secessionist 
war of aggression and territorial expansion would 
be rejected by the international community 
because it could not be justified on legal, moral or 
logical grounds.  Therefore, it follows that TPLF 
and its supporters must Ɯby logica l necessityƜ
create, adopt and  disseminate disinformation 
about the Tigray crisis across all media in order to 
manufacture consent for an unjust war of 

                                                           
35 "In Ethiopiaƞs digital battle over the Tigray region, 
facts are casualties", Alex Drew and Clair Wilmot, 
Washington Post , February 5, 2021. 

aggression and territorial expansion. T PLF and its 
supporters, by default, rely on a false narrative to 
support their war effort.  As such, TPLF cannot 
look like the aggressor but instead the victim. The 
conflict cannot be limited to a mere law 
enforcement operation against criminals but 
instead  a Ơcivil warơ against the people of Tigray. 
The conflict cannot be limited to the Tigray region 
but must instead be expanded into neighboring 
regions and internationalized to include Eritrea 
and other nations . The conflict cannot be 
deescalated towards a negotiated peace based 
on equitable rule but instead be escalated 
towards war that ends in secession and territorial 
expansionƜor, at the minimum, a return to a 
reconfigured coalition arrangement that gives 
TPLF unjust and inequitable ethnic rule (i.e. the  
status quo ante ).  
  

Lowering  Evidentiary Standards  
  
ƠCommunications Blackout ơ 
  
Although TPLF may depend on disinformation  to 
manufacture consent for war, that disinformation 
would presumably be rejected by ethical 
journalists and media. However, infor mation of low 
quality and integrity i s willingly accepted . The 
mediaƞs justification is the presence of an 
information blackout. According to the 
Washington Post, the Ethiopian government is at 
fault: ƠBy blocking communications and access to 
Tigray, the g overnment helped create conditions 
where disinformation and misinformation can 
thrive.ơ35 Rather than exercising patience and 
waiting for credible evidence to emerge in a cloud 
of disinformation, the media instead justified the 
immediate use of highly quest ionable witness 
testimony by alleging a deliberate blackout by the 
government.  
  
As a case in point, in regards to allegations about 
an Eritrean troop presence, AP correspondent 
Cara Anna wrote, ƠWith almost all journalists 
blocked from Tigray and humanit arian access and 
communications links limited, witness accounts 
give the clearest picture yet of the Eritreans ƞ 
presence.ơ36 How is it possible that anonymous 
hearsayƜimpossible to substantiate and prone to 

36 "Witnesses: Eritrean soldiers loot, kill in Ethiopiaƞs 
Tigray", Cara Anna, Associated Press, January 26, 
2021. 
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personal bias or error Ɯgives the Ơclearest 
pictureơ in Tigray? Given the touchy nature of 
ethnic politics in modern day Ethiopia and the 
highly propagandized nature of Tigray under 30 
years of TPLF, how can one simply accept at face 
value anonymous testimony by Tigrayan civilians 
about persons of other e thnicities and 
nationalities that they have been expressly 
propagandized against?  Is hostile witness 
testimony not a consideration? Why does the AP 
ignore and discount the role of video, photo or 
hard evidence?  
  
Quoting an ƠAddis Ababa -based foreign 
corre spondentơ, Simon Allison of Mail & Guardian  
wrote in a November 16 piece that ƠThe only 
people who have access to communication are 
the Ethipian [sic] troops and the militias ơ and 
therefore deemed this Ơcensorshipơ and Ơa 
throwback to the dark days of Ethi opian 
journalis mơ.37 However, this was simply false. AFP 
correspondent Robbie Cor ey-Boulet tweeted on 
November 9:  ƠSeparately, AFP and other outlets 
reached Dansha, in Tigray, earlier today. Federal 
forces controlled Northern Command 5th Division 
post (and police posed for pics in front of 
entrance). But we were soon made to leave town 
because of, we were told, fighting in the area. ơ38  
 
Reutersƞ East Africa deputy bureau chief Maggie 
Fick also confirmed the presence of ƠReuters 
reporters in the area this wee kơ on November 10 
in an article equipped with photos from Dansha. 39 
Another article written by the Reuters staff on 
November 13, also included photos of Amhara 
militia forces in Dansha taken by Reuter s 
photographer Tiksa Negeri. 40  Al Jazeera English 
also pro vided video from the region. 41  
  
How was such on -the-ground reporting possible 
if, as Allison alleged, there was  a Ơprovince -wide 
communications blackout imposed by the national 

                                                           
37 "Blackout makes it hard to report on Ethiopiaƞs civil 
war," Simon Allison, Mail & Guardian , November 16, 
2020.  
38 Tweet by @rcoreyb posted on November 9, 2020. 
Access here: 
https://twitter.com/rcoreyb/status/13257608122968
4326 4?lang=en   
39 "Battle -hardy Tigray back in spotlight as Ethiopia 
conflict flares", Maggie Fick, Reuters , November 10, 
2020.  

governmentơ? Large sections of the media are 
using a Ơcommunications blackout ơ, which is 
typically the case with conflict -stricken  regions, 
as an excuse to lower the evidentiary standards 
such that disinformation  is not only accepted but 
afforded mass dissemination . 

Furthermore, they deem this blackout as a 
deliberate effort of the government, allowing for 
the wholesale rejection of all video, photo and 
hard evidence provided by Ethiopian government 
sources. Though it is true that communications 
were down in Tigray, as admitted by the 
government, it is not true that the federal 
government was responsible for its shutdown 
during the conflict.  
 
On December 14, following the capture of Mekelle 
by federal  forces, the government acquired and 
released CCTV from November 4 of Ethio 
Telecomƞs Mekelle Core Center premises, 
showing that a grou p of individuals deliberately 
cut off communication lines. 42 Mekelle, at that 
time, was still under the control of the TPLF, 
making it hard to argue that this was the work of 
federal operatives. However, this news garnered 
no attention in the international media, which 
instead chose to argue, moving forward, that 
ƠInternet blocks during times of conflict or unrest 
in Ethiopia arenƞt newơ to insinuate deliberate 
government censorship. 43 On January 27, 
Washington Post ƞs editorial board even went as 

40  "Factbox: The forces fighting in Ethiopiaƞs Tigray 
conflict", Maggie Fick, Reuters , November 13, 2020.  
41 ƠEthiopia: The forces fighting in Tigray in 500 
wordsơ, Al Jazeera English , November 18, 2020.  
42 Tweet by @SOEFactCheck posted on December 
14, 2020. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/SOEFactCheck/status/1338 4849
76124309505   
43 "For Ethiopiaƞs Diaspora, Seeking News Amid 
Communication Blackout is a Challenge", Salem 
Solomon, Voice of America, December 18, 2020.  

ñLarge sections of the media are using 

a ócommunications blackout ôéas an 

excuse to lower the evidentiary 

standards such that disinformation is 
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https://twitter.com/rcoreyb/status/1325760812296843264?lang=en
https://twitter.com/rcoreyb/status/1325760812296843264?lang=en
https://twitter.com/SOEFactCheck/status/1338484976124309505
https://twitter.com/SOEFactCheck/status/1338484976124309505
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far as sayin g that Ơjournalists have been banned ơ, 
which clearly contradicts facts on the ground. 44  
 
On December 17, VOA, citing the UN sources, 
confirmed that there was Ơrestoration of some 
telecommunications this week. ơ45 Ethio Telecom 
announced on February 8 the com pletion of 
maintenance repairs of telecommunications 
infrastructure destroyed by TPLF and reactivation 
of mobile service to Tigray covering 363 mobile 
sites that included major cities and towns like 
Mekelle, Adwa, Axum, Adigrat, Shire Endesellase, 
Dansha, Edaga Hamus, Humera, Maykadra and 
Alemata. 46 Additionally, banks were given priority 
and broadband internet was restored for banking 
in Mekele, Adigrat, Shire Endasellase, Axum and 
Adwa.  
 
Strangely, however, the media ignored this news. 
Michelle Gavin wrot e for the Council on Foreign 
Relations on February 10 of a supposed 
Ơcommunications blackout ơ, as did James Jeffrey 
for  Al Jazeera on February 16. 47 APƞs Kelvin Chan 
shamed the federal government, writing  in an 
article headlined ƠInternet cuts become favore d 
tool of regimes ơ that ƠAnother long -running 
internet shutdown is in Ethiopia ƞs Tigray region, 
which has been choked off since fight ing started 
in early NovemberƜthe latest in a series of 
outages with no sign of service returning anytime 
soon.ơ48 Quoting A rnaud Froger of Reporters 
Without Borders, VOA journalist Salem Solomon 
wrote on February 12 that ƠJournalists have been 
prevented first from accessing the region. The 
Tigray region has been mostly in total internet 
shutdown since it all began in November.  No 
access to information, no possibility to 

                                                           
44 ƠEthiopiaƞs leader won the Nobel Peace Prize. Now 
heƞs accused of war crimesơ, Editorial Board, 
Washington Post , January 27, 2021.  
45 "UN Sends Millions in Humanitarian Aid to Ethiopia", 
Voice of America, December 17, 2020.  
46 Tweet by @ethiotelecom posted on February 8, 
2021. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/ethiotelecom/status/1358847656
198569993   
47 "The Conflict in Ethiopiaƞs Tigray Region: What to 
Know", Michelle Gavin, Council on Foreign Relations, 
February 10, 2021. ; "Ethiopiaƞs Tigray conflict and the 
battle to control in formation", James Jeffrey, Al 
Jazeera English , February 16, 2021. 
48 ƠDigital siege: Internet cuts become favored tool of 
regimesơ, Associated Press , February 11, 2021.  

communicate with your sources on the ground, 
and RSF has recorded at least seven arbitrary 
arrests of journalists. ơ49 These reports not only 
ignored the restoration of internet by Ethio 
Telecom but Ɯthrough pure s peculationƜ
suggested that the government was deliberately 
blocking access to prevent reporting from Tigray . 
In late February, the federal government granted 
the following new outlets  access to Tigray: AFP, 
Al Jazeera, New York  Times, France 24, Reuters, 
BBC and Financial Times .50  
  

ƠRestricted Humanitarian Access ơ 
  
Alleged restrictions to humanitarian access to 
Tigray have also been used as a pretext to lower 
evidentiary standards since aid workers are 
capable of assessing the plight of civilians. While 
there were obvious disruptions at the start of the 
conflict, humanitarian access has steadily 
improved since the capture of Tigray ƞs capital city 
Mekelle on November 28. On December 2, the UN 
announced that an agreement was reached with 
the Ethiopian Governm ent to allow Ơunimpeded, 
sustained and secure access ơ for humanitarian 
supplies to reach civilians in need in areas 
controlled by the government. 51 That same day, 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo 
Grandi appeared on CNN and said, ƠI donƞt think 
ther eƞs been a sealing off, a deliberate blockage 
but itƞs very difficult to move through a war area .ơ52 
  
In a December 14 tweet, Norway ƞs Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, confirmed that humanitarian 
assistance had started to reach Tigray  and 
expressed its encoura gement .53 On December 8 
and 14, ICRC tweeted, with video evidence, that it 

49 "Ethiopian Journalist Attacked in Her Home, 
Questioned on Tigray Connections", Salem Solomon, 
Voice of America , February 12, 2021. 
50 ƠBroadcasting authority urges intƞl journalists in 
Tigray to respect lawơ, Fana Broadcasting 
Corporation, February 25, 2021.  
51 ƠEthiopian Government and UN strike deal for 
Ɲunimpededƞ humanitarian access in Tigray", UN News,  
December 2, 2020.  
52 "Forces from Ethiopiaƞs Tigray region say Eritrean 
troops are part of the conflict and the war is far from 
overơ, Nima Elbagir, Barbara Arvanitidis and Eoin 
McSweeney, CNN, December 4, 2020.  
53 Tweet by @NorwayMFA post ed on December 14, 
2020. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/NorwayMFA/status/13385061055
30540035   

https://twitter.com/ethiotelecom/status/1358847656198569993
https://twitter.com/ethiotelecom/status/1358847656198569993
https://twitter.com/NorwayMFA/status/1338506105530540035
https://twitter.com/NorwayMFA/status/1338506105530540035
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started water distribution in Mekelle and 
commenced distribution of medical supplies 
throughout the region. 54 By January 25, the Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) explained in a situation report that 
ƠMovements of humanitarian cargo inside Tigray 
is improving substantially. ơ55 On February 6, 
Executive Director of the World Food Programme, 
David Beasley, visited Tigray with Ethiopian 
government officials, commend ed their recent 
humanitarian efforts and struck a deal to 
immediately scale up emergency food 
distributions for 1 million civilians. 56 The next day, 
Beasley tweeted a video from a Mekelle 
warehouse as WFP was unloading 20,000 tons of 
food for distribution f or 1.3 million civilians.57 On 
February 11, the UN team based in Ethiopia 
tweeted,  ƠThereƞs important progress b/wn the 
#humanitarian community & #Ethiopian Gov ƞt 
(https://cutt.ly/6kmBNlf ) & now: clearances for 
44 int ernational experts to help scale up the 
Govƞt-led response for the people of #Tigray. 
Thanks @WFPChief @UN @Refugees & 
@UNDSS @PMEthiopiaơ.58  

  
In spite of all the evidence since December that 
Ethiopiaƞs government was increasing 

                                                           
54 Tweet by @ICRC_Africa posted on December 8, 
2020. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/icrc_africa/status/133630026709
7235456?lang=en  ; Tweet by @ICRC_Africa posted 
on December 14, 2020. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/icrc_africa/status/133630026709
7235456?lang=en   
55 ƠEthiopia ƛ Tigray Humanitarian Updateơ, Situation 
Report, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs, January 25, 2021.  
56 "Joint UN -Government Tigray missi on highlights 
humanitarian needs and path forward", World Food 
Programme, February 6, 2021.  
57 Tweet by @WFPChief posted on February 7, 2021. 
Access here: 
https://twitter.com/WFPChief/st atus/1358510664822
759436   

humanitarian access, the media continued to 
report that the government was deliberately 
blocking humanitarian corridors. In the lead up to 
a visit by the EUƞs Crisis Management 
Commissioner Janez Lenar čič at the end of 
November, the EU alleged that PM Abiy ƞs 
government was limitin g access and threatened 
to withhold hundreds of millions of euros of aid as 
Ơpolitical leverage ơ.59 In response, PM Abiy 
warned,  ƠThreatening Ethiopia for coins will not 
work.ơ60   
 
On January 25, t he EU suspended  budget support 
for Ethiopia worth 88 million euros ($107 million). 61 
Recalling that OCHA on that very same day 
claimed that humanitarian aid distribution was 
Ơimproving substantially ơ, the EUƞs top diplomat 
Josep Borrell confusingly said, ƠWe are ready to 
help, but unless there is access for humanitar ian 
aid operators, the EU cannot disburse the planned 
budget support to the Ethiopian government. ơ 
These claims came as a surprise since no major 
western power had withheld  aid to Ethiopia under 
any previous friendly or hostile regime (i.e. Haile 
Sellasie, the communist Derg or TPLF)  in times of 
hunger . On January 31, Amnesty International ƞs 
campaigner for the Horn of Africa , a newly 
appointed Eritrean regime change activist,  
appeared on Al Jazeera ƞs ƠThe Streamơ program 
claiming that all humanitarian aid w as blocked, 
only to be fact -checked by the host live on air and 
forced to admit Ơthere has been access to Tigray. 
Itƞs not a complete blackout we ƞre seeing.ơ62 
 
On the very same day that WFP brokered a deal 
to scale up food distribution, a VOA headline 
conf usingly read, ƠEthiopian Government Blocking 

58 Tweet by @UNEthiopia posted on February 7, 2021. 
Access here: 
https://twitter.com/UNEthiopia/status/135993360251
6107267   
59 ƠEU considers aid cut to Ethiopia amid violenceơ, 
Simon Marks, Politico , November 30, 2020. ;  
60   Tweet by @PMEthiopia posted on November 30, 
2020. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/PMEthiopia/status/133334915679
09 51936  
61 "EU suspends Ethiopian budget support over Tigray 
crisis", Reuters, January 15, 2021. 
62 ƠEthiopia: Why is starvation stalking Tigray? | The 
Streamơ. Al Jazeera English . Uploaded to YouTube on 
January 31, 2021. Segment with Vanessa Tsehaye. 
Access  here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGyUN4VGb7c   
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https://twitter.com/WFPChief/status/1358510664822759436
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Aid in Tigray, UN Says.ơ63 Reading the actual text 
of the article reveals that the government Ơblockơ 
was instead OCHA awaiting clearances to enter 
non-government -controlled areas. It must be 
recalled that four h umanitarian workers were 
killed in November (three from the Danish 
Refugee Council and one from the International 
Rescue Committee), and aid agencies told BBC 
December that Ơviolence against staff ơ was a 
legitimate reason for concern for delayed aid 
deliveries.64 Tigray Regional State official Abraha 
Desta told VOA Amharic that TPLF remnants 
were blocking humanitarian aid delivery and that 
Ơdrivers are afraid ơ to deliver aid. 65  However, such 
concerns were  not expressed in the English -
language Western press.  
 
Senior government official Redwan Hussein told 
the AP in December that ƠNo entity, multilateral or 
unilateral, is supposed to supplant the 
governmentơ and that humanitarian assistance 
must be escorted by defense forces. 66 This 
sentiment is shared with hu manitarian agencies. 
During an interview on CNN on February 18, 
UNHCR chief Filippo Grandi said, ƠAccess is 
difficult. This is still an insecure region so we have 
to deal with that as well. But we have also 
established a system of coordination between 
civilian organizations like ours, the military Ɯthe 
Ethiopian military in the Tigray region Ɯthat was 
also a request that we had made. ơ Is it not the 
federal government ƞs responsibility to ensure the 
safety of aid workers, especially after safety 
concerns were e xplicitly cited by aid agencies as 
a cause for delayed aid deliveries?  
 
When media outlets like The Economist report 
that the federal government Ơrestricts the 
movement of aid workers ơ it must be understood 
that they are merely stating the obvious: 
movement of aid workers is always Ơrestricted ơ in 
all countries and conflict zones since aid workers 
must undergo s tandard government regulations. 67 
Thus, choosing to explicitly mention this fact 
without citing details is merely  propagandistic.  
                                                           
63 ƠEthiopian Government Blocking Aid in Tigray, UN 
Saysơ, Lisa Schlein, Voice of America , February 06, 
2021. 
64 ƠEthiopiaƞs Tigray crisis: Four aid workers killedơ, 
BBC, December 11, 2020. 
65 Ơ4.5 ᷆ᶶẾṪ ẸṍờḊẽ ᷁ậḽ ṺḌểṋ ṺṪỀ᷆ẻḔἝᶹỘẛ 

᷇ṝḸḊẘ ộểẽ Ḻḍ ṵḔṋẖḟơ, Mulugeta Atsbha, Voice of 
America Amharic , January 21, 2021.  

  
On January 23, T he Economist magazine went as 
far making the extraordinary claim that food was 
being used as a weapon in a sort of throwback to 
the 1983 -85 famine under Ethiopia ƞs brutal Derg 
regime: ƠThings were supposed to be different 
under Abiy Ahmed, the Ethiopian pr ime minister 
who was hailed as a reformer when he took 
charge in 2018, and who won the Nobel peace 
prize the following year. Yet once again it looks as 
if hunger is being used as a weapon in Africa ƞs 
second -most -populous nation. And once again 
the scene of  the horror is Tigray. ơ68 In support of 
this argument, it claims that Ơthere are credible 
reports of government forces or their allies killing 
livestock and burning crops. If true, both the 
perpetrators and those who gave the orders are 
guilty of war crimes .ơ Where are these Ơcredible 
reportsơ? Extraordinary claims  require 
extraordinary evidence yet none has been 
presented thus far.  

Additionally, Human Rights Watch ƞs Associate 
Director Gerry Simp son tweeted on February 3 
that ƠOfficials who #Ethiopia has put  in charge of 
running #Tigray + the EU + some UN officials + 
some aid charities all agree that the government 
is obstructing aid flow to millions in need, 
triggering claims it ƞs Ɲusing hunger as  a weapon to 

66 "Ethiopiaƞs forces shoot at, detain UN staffers in 
Tigray", Cara Anna, Associated Press , December 8, 
2020.  
67 "After two months of war, Tigray faces starvation", 
The Economist , January 23, 2021. 
68 "Ethiopiaƞs government appears to be wielding 
hunger as a weapon", The Economist , January 23, 
2021. 
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subdueƞ the regionơ.69 Again, where is the 
evidenc e? AP journalist Cara Anna also made 
claims of starvation by citin g Ơopposition parties ơ 
and the Ơminutes o btained by The Associated 
Pressơ of a Ơcrisis meeting of government and aid 
workersơ.70 Again, where is the evidence? What do 
these minutes say? The l ikely politicized and 
propagandized words of unnamed opposition 
parties hardly count as solid evidence. Yet these 
are the sources of such extraordinary claims of 
Ơstarvationơ that are used to make calls for 
intervention  in Tigray  through the Security 
Counc il.71  
 
According to Ethiopiaƞs National Disaster Risk 
Management Commission , no one has yet died of 
starvation and all 4.5 million Tigrayans in need of 
food aid have received assistance  with 70 percent 
of the aid subsidized by the government. 72 No 
evidence of starvation has yet been presented in 
spite of the international mediaƞs access to the 
region.  Notably, hunger was already a major 
problem in Tigray before the conflict while TPLF 
governed the region. More than 1.5 million 
Tigrayans were already on some form of food 
assistance prior to the crisis. 73  
  
Perhaps one of the more egregious 
misrepresentations about humanitarian aid 
access and delivery took place on February 10 
when AFP misquoted the Ethiopian Red Cross 
Societyƞs president Abera Tola, claiming t hat Ơ80 
percent of the conflict -hit Tigray region was cut 
off from humanitarian aid and warned tens of 
thousands could starve to death. ơ74 The Ethiopian 
Red Cross Society issued a press release 
rejecting AFPƞs claim and clarified its president 

                                                           
69 Tweet by @GerrySimpsonHRW posted on February 
3, 2021. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/GerrySimpsonHRW/status/13568
75926668255234   
70 "More than 50,000 Ethiopia civilians have been 
killed, Tigray opposition says", Cara Anna , Associated 
Press, February 2, 2021. ; "ƝExtreme urgent needƞ: 
Starvation haunts Ethiopiaƞs Tigray", Cara Anna, 
Associated Press , January 17, 2021. 
71 "The UN Must Intervene in Tigray", Mehari Taddele 
Maru, Project Syndicate , Feb 12, 2021. 
72 ƠNo One Dies from Hunger in Tigray: Commissionơ, 
Ethiopia News Agency , April 16, 2021. 
73 ƠEthiopia Situation ƛ Tigray Emergency Response", 
Situation Description, Sudan, Operational Portal, 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 

Ơwas rather e xpressing lack of capacity and 
shortage of resources we are currently 
encountering to reach 80% the vulnerable 
community in Tigray. The fact that we have so far 
reached close to 400,000 beneficiaries in Tigray, 
close to 20% of the total beneficiaries in ne ed of 
assistance is what our president alluded to. ơ75 The 
false claim was propagated widely in the 
international media while AFP has still failed to 
issue an apology, retract the article or delete the 
associated tweet. 76 How can such a grave mistake 
be so wi dely disseminated and disregarded by the 
originator?  
  
Therefore, it is clear that the exaggerated 
restrictions on communications, journalists and 
humanitarian aidƜclaimed to be deliberately 
blocked by the government Ɯhave been used by 
the media and human rights g roups as the basis 
of accepting allegations , many of which are 
hyperbolic in nature, about the Tigray crisis that 
cannot be substantiated by any evidence. While 
TPLF and its supporters depend on 
disinformation, it is the media that is chiefly 
respo nsible for its acceptance and spread by 
using the pretext of a government -driven 
blackout.  
  

Assessing the Allegations  
 
Presence of Eritrean Troops  
 
On July 9, 2018, Eritrea and Ethiopia signed the 
Joint Declaration of Peace and Friendship 
between Eritrea  and Ethiopia , which states that 
ƠThe two governments will endeavor to forge 
intimate political, economic, social, cultural and 

Access here: https://data2.unhcr.org/en/working -
group/284?sv=0&geo=295   
74 ƠEthiopian Red Cross says 80 percent of Tigray cut 
off from aidơ, Radio France Internationale , February 
10, 2021. ; Tweet by @AFPAfrica posted  on February 
10, 2021. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/AFPAfrica/status/1359509175483
645953   
75 "Dear national and international media"; Aseged 
Woldemariam, Ethiopian Red Cross Societ y, February 
11, 2021. 
76 Tweet by @AFPAfrica posted on February 10, 2021. 
Access here: 
https://twitter.com/AFPAfrica/status/1359509175483
645953   
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security cooperation that serves and advances 
the vital interests of their people ơ; and that ƠBoth 
countries will jointly endeav or to ensure regional 
peace, development and cooperation. ơ77 After 27 
years of hostilities between the two countries, this 
Declaration , which won Abiy the Nobel  Peace 
Prize, set a new precedent for security 
cooperation in one of the most conflict -riddled 
regions in the world. Thus, upon the start of the 
Tigray conflict by TPLF via its Ơpreemptive strike ơ 
on November 4, the terms of the Declaration 
would be in effect govern ing how Ethiopia and 
Eritrea would move forward from a security 
perspective.  
 
PM Abiy told his parliament that, immediately in 
the wake of the attacks on the Northern 
Command, Ethiopian soldiers Ɯdisarmed and 
disrobed at gunpoint by mutinous TPLF -aligned 
officers Ɯretreated into Eritrea where they were 
Ơfed, clothed and armed ơ such that they could 
return to battle in Tigray. 78 He went on to say that 
ƠThe Eritrean people have shown us... they are a 
relativ e standing by us on a tough day. ơ  
 
On November 10, TPLFƞs leader Debretsion 
Gebremichael said in a statement aired on local 
station Tigrai TV that ƠSince yesterday, the army 
of Isaias have crossed the country ƞs boundary and 
invaded. They were attacking via Humera using 
heavy arms.ơ79 In response, Eritrea ƞs Foreign 
Minister Osman Saleh said, ƠThis is an internal 
conflict. We are not part of the co nflict.ơ80  
Similarly, Ethiopian officials also denied the 
allegations. 81 Shortly after these denials, however, 

                                                           
77 The Joint Declaration of Peace and Fr iendship 
between Eritrea and Ethiopia was sign in Asmara, 
Eritrea on July 9, 2018 between President Isaias 
Afwerki on behalf of the State of Eritrea and Prime 
Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali on behalf of the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.  
78 "Tigray crisis: Eritreaƞs role in Ethiopian conflict", 
BBC, December 28, 2020.  
79 "Ethiopiaƞs Tigray leader says Eritrea sending 
troops over border", Reuters , November 10, 2020.  
80  ƠEritrea denies troop incursion into Ethiopiaƞs 
Tigrayơ, Reuters , November 10, 2020.  
81 "Ethiopiaƞs PM vows Ɲfinal and crucialƞ offensive in 
Tigray", Cara Anna, Associated Press , November 17, 
2020  
82 "Rockets fired at Eritrean capital from Ethiopia, 
diplomats say", Giulia Paravicini, Reuters , November 
13, 2020. ; "Fresh rocket attack from Eth iopiaƞs Tigray 
region targets Eritrea, say diplomats ", Robbie Corey -

TPLF fired missiles on civilian targets in Eritreaƞs 
capital city Asmara and began shelling border  
towns. 82 The missile attacks , 15 in total, were 
launched  in two rounds on November 14 and 27, in 
violation of the Geneva Conventions that prohibit 
indiscriminate attacks. 83  
 
As would later be revealed by PM Abiy in 
parliament on March 23, Eritrean troops, in 
response to TPLF attacks on Eritrea, took up 
exposed trench positions on the Ethiopian side of 
the border as federal forces left them empty  to 
pursue TPLF, creating a security threat. The 
nature and rationale of Eritrea ƞs actions were 
explained by PM Abiy as follows:  
 

One should know their friends an d foes.  
The Ethiop ian people, government and 
military were  betrayed by one of their own.  
We are forever indebted to the Eritrean 
people and government who treated our 
fleeing troops and suppor ted them to 
move freely wherever we sought.  Ʀ Now, 
there are som e fools who expect us to 
reject, deny  or badmouth  [Eritrea]. W e will 
not do that. We  thank Eritrea ƞs people and 
government for everything they have done. 
That being said, the Eritr ean military , after 
supporting us,  crossed  the border.  What 
they have done w hile moving inside of 
Ethiopia cannot be  called crimes against 
our people. We would not accept such 
actions from Eritrean troops nor our own. 
Our current campaign is against our clearly 
identified enemi es, not our own people.  To 

Boulet, Agence France -Presse, November 28, 2020. ; 
Tweet by @RAbdiAnalyst posted on November 14, 
2020. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/RAbdiAnalyst/status/1327522632
783237120  ; Facebook post uploaded by user ƠRadio 
Erenaơ on November 13, 2020. Access here: 
https://www.facebook.com/radioerena /posts/35963
66840419307   
83Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 
August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims 
of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 
1977. Protection of the civilian population, Article 51:4. 
Access he re: https://ihl -
databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Article.xsp?action
=openDocument&documentId=4BEBD9920AE0AEA
EC12563CD0051DC9E  ; The number of missiles fired 
derives from a telephone conversation with an 
undisclosed Eritrean official.  
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this end , we have sent  four or five 
delegations of high -ranking officials back -
and-forth between here and Eritrea . Ʀ The 
rationale by the Eritrean government for 
their troops ƞ presence across  the border 
area in Ethiopia says, ƠYou vacated your 
trenches where Ethiopian troops were for 
the past 20 years.  In addition to all the 
harm inflicted on us by TPLF over these 
last 20 years, they now fired rockets on us 
and provoked us to enter. Because you 
abandoned your trenches to pursue TPLF 
within the interior of Tigray, you have 
presented  them with the opportunity to 
attack us from those positions, which is a 
national security threat. This is why we 
took up those border positions. If you take 
those positions back, we will vacate the 
next day because we don ƞt want to be 
there.ơ84  

 
Little fu ss was made about Eritrea ƞs actions  in 
November  as the US clearly understood that 
TPLF not only started the war but sought to 
escalate the conflict. US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and Assistant Secretary of State of 
African Affairs Tibor Nagy proceeded to condemn 
TPLFƞs actions, calling  them an attempt to 
Ơinternationalize the conflict ơ.85 Secretary Pompeo 
even went as far as thanking Eritrea: ƠWe 
appreciate Eritrea ƞs restraint, which has helped 
prevent further spreading of the conflict. ơ86  
 
Eritreaƞs limited and self -contained actions Ɯ
restricted to taking up exposed trench positions  
along the border  in coordination  with the 
Ethiopian government Ɯwere seen as self -
defense , cooperative  and falling within the 
framework of the 2018 Declaration.  Following 
such actions, Eritrea ƞs government , though cagey 

                                                           
84 ƠẸṷἣỄḉ ᶱậḽ ṈẖẀẾṕ ᷉ẂḌ Ḽṍ Ḕḽḏḻ - ửḤᶷẽ 

᷆ṧḔṍḌ ạḺẽ ṵᶱ᷄ễ (ỆḌ) ṽṵḻᶷṉ ᶴṈṥḐᶷṐẛ Ỳẻḣẞṕ 

᷇ḽḊḉẻ ẸḏỮḸṍ (Ẃἤ ʋ1)ơ, Fana Television . Uploaded 
to Yo uTube on March 23, 2021. Access here: 
https://youtu.be/vP -Xzpp1BNg  
85 Tweet by @AsstSecStateAF posted on November 
15, 2020. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/AsstSecStateAF/status/13280153
62999414786  ; Tweet by @SecPompeo posted on 
November 17, 2020. Access here: 

on the matter, never officially denied a troop 
presence in Ethiopia.  

After w itnessing a federal victory as TPLF 
retreated from Mekelle on November 28, 
however, the US began to change its tune on 
Eritrea. Trumpƞs administration claimed, in a 
December 8 Ơexclusiveơ Reuters piece , that 
Eritrean troops crossed into Tigray, citing as 
evidence Ơsatellite images, intercepted 
communications and anecdotal reports from 
Tigray region, five diplomats and a security source 
all briefed on the U.S. assessment told Reuters. ơ 87  
The article proceeds to explain that Eritrean 
troops Ơentered Ethiopia in mid -November 
through three northern border towns : 
Zalambessa, Rama and Badmeơ, which is 
consistent with Abiy ƞs claim that they ente red 
after TPLFƞs missile attacks (Nov ember  14). Given 
that Secretary Pompeo thanked Eritrea on 
November 17, the US clearly took no issue with 
Eritrean actions. Lastly , the Reuters article 
indicated, ƠThe TPLF claims to have killed and 
captured large number s of Eritrean troops in the 
last month, but has provided no evidence. ơ  
 
The Reuters piece is  nuanced, citing a Ơdivideơ in 
the State Department, and carefully worded to 
include exit clauses, suggesting that Washington, 
at the time of publication, sought t o take a 
cautious wait -and-see approach to determine 

https://twitter.com/SecPompeo/status/13287219266
431959 07  
86 "The United States Condemns the Attack on Eritrea 
by the Tigray Peopleƞs Liberation Front", Secretary of 
State Michael R. Pompeo, Press Statement, US 
Department of State, November 17, 2020. Access 
here: https://2017 -2021.state.gov/the -united -states -
condemns -the-attack -on-eritrea -by-the-tigray -
peoples -liberation -front/index.html   
87 "Exclusive: U.S. thinks Eritr ea has joined Ethiopian 
war, diplomats say", Phil Stewart and David Lewis, 
Reuters , December 8, 2020  
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appropriate engagement with Eritrea in a new 
Horn of Africa mired in uncertainty. The 
interesting question here, however, is this: If the 
US State Department  knew Eritrean troops were 
in Tigray in mid -November and took no issue with 
it then , why did it feel the need to make this 
announcement  on December 8 ?  
 
The US positionƜand the Western media and 
NGO narrative buttressing it Ɯwas certainly  
influenced by battlefield outcomes  in Tigray  that  
saw an unexpe cted , early retreat from Mekelle by 
TPLF, which was  previously  said to have 250,000 
Ơbattle -hardenedơ troops equipped with 
commandos that would  likely take control of the 
Northern Command ƞs heavy artillery and 
personnel  and overpower Abiy ƞs untested 
140,00 0-man force  (see Portrayals of TPLF as 
ƝBattle Hardened ƞ section) . How could such a swift 
defeat be rationalized by the US and Western 
media after their nonstop prognostications of a 
TPLF victoryƜor at the minimum, a stalemateƜ
versus PM Abiyƞs supposedly weak federal 
forces ? What excuse would be given for TPLF ƞs 
failure? As the ensuing days, weeks and months 
following November 28 would reveal, Eritrea 
became the chosen scapegoat (see 
Scapegoating Eritrea  section) .  
 
Although TPLF claimed  Eritrean military 
involvement and crimes since the start of the 
conflict, the Western media only took it seriously 
following a report by CNN on Dec ember  4, four 
days before the Reuters exclusive.  CNN not only 
provided TPLFƞs spokesman the platform to give 
the official excuse for a premature retreat ( e.g. 
Ơwe did not want to give [federal forces]  the 
pretext to bombard [Mekelle] back to the stone 
ageơ) but also to turn international attention to 
Eritrea: ƠSome of these refugees described to 
CNN being beaten and tortured by Eritrean 
soldiers.ơ88  CNN provided the world , for the first 
time since the start of the conflict,  allegations 
against Eritrea ƞs military of crimes in Tigray  made 
by non-combatants  rather than TPLF . This may 
come as a surprise, since evidence now suggests 
that Eritrea, in addition to occupying trenches in 

                                                           
88 "Forces from Ethiopiaƞs Tigray region say Eritrean 
troops are part of the conflict and the war is far from 
overơ, Nima Elbagir, Barbara Arvanitidis and Eoin 
McSweeney, CNN, December 4, 2020.  
89 "Ethiopian military says it killed 15 members of 
rebellious Tigray forces, captured 8 others", Reuters , 

response to TPLF missile attacks, also took part 
in protecting Eritrean refugees under attack in 
refugees camps near the border (see Abduction 
and Killing of Eritrean Refugees  section) . 

 
With the CNN article bringing Eritrean military 
involvement to world attention and alleging its  
criminality against innocents in Tigray and  the 
Reuters excl usive providing US  confirmation of an 
Eritrean troop presence, the media would 
progressively increase the allegations and 
condemnation of crimes by Eritrea commensurate 
with TPLFƞs battlefield failures .  
 
With the capture , killing and jailing  of TPLFƞs 
founders and top brass by federal forces during 
the first two weeks of January 2021, 89 the Western 
media turned attention to ƠEritrean troops in 
Tigrayơ that were supposedly committing wa nton 
acts of sexual violence, theft and murder that 
constituted war crim es. Most of these allegations 
came retroactively , claiming to have occurred 
during November and being labelled Ơmassacresơ. 
  
On January 27, an AP article reported a new US 
State Department statement demanding Eritrea 
to Ơimmediatelyơ leave Tigray. 90  Howeve r, the 
statement also went  on to state, ƠIt remains 
unclear how many Eritrean soldiers are in Tigray, 
or precisely where. ơ Such an assertion is absurd. 
If, according to the Reuters exclusive, the US had  
satellite imagery and intercepted communications 

January 11, 2021. ; "Tigray: Ethiopian army kills ex-
Foreign Minister Seyoum Mesfin", Al Jazeera English , 
January 13, 2021. 
90  ƠUS says Eritrean forces should leave Tigray 
immediately", Cara Anna, Associated Press, January 
27, 2021. 
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as evidence proving an Eritrean troop presence in 
Tigray, then how is it possible for them not to 
know where or how large the supposed Eritrean 
presence is?  
  
The AP on February 4 reported, ƠEritrean forces 
are almost everywhere in Tigray ơ.91 This echoes 
the c laim from the December CNN piece by TPLF 
spokesperson Getachew Reda that Ơ90% of the 
forces operating in Tigray are from Eritrea. ơ92 
Even more shocking, was the allegation by TPLF ƞs 
Mulugeta Gebrehiwot , in a Ơrecording of a phone 
call from somewhere in rura l Tigrayơ that Eritrea 
sent Ơ42 divisionsơ to Tigray. 93 Given that one 
division (known in Eritrea as a kifleserawit ) 
comprises 5,000 troops, Mulugeta was claiming 
that there were approximately 210,000 troops in 
Tigray. Writer and historian Jeff Pearce  highlights 
the absurdity of this allegation: ƠMulugetaƞs own 
assertions undermine his credibility. He mentions 
42 divisions of Eritrean troops. Really? What, is 
Eritrea  planning on storming Normandy? Military 
experts will tell you that even from 1998 to 2000, 
Eritrea had at most 28 divisions made up of four 
light brigades, and do wnsized in the years after 
that .ơ 
 
AP reporter Cara Anna wrote , ƠDespite the 
denials, the Eritrean soldiers aren ƞt hiding. They 
have even attended meetings in which 
humanitarian workers negotiated access with 
Ethiopian authorities. ơ Note that Anna is not 
quoting or referencing any source but is making 
this claim herself. When one considers the parallel 
allegations that Eritrean troops are supposedly 
looting, kidnapping, murdering and rapi ng 
throughout Tigray, one must ask the following: 
How can Eritrean troops who are supposedly 
busy looting, raping and murdering across 
TigrayƜincapable of being captured in a single 
photo or video Ɯsomehow have the time and 
audacity to attend meetings with humanitarian 

                                                           
91 ƠUS urges Ethiopiaƞs PM to allow Ɲimmediateƞ help to 
Tigray", Cara Anna and Edith M. Lederer, February 4, 
2021. 
92 "Forces from Ethiopi aƞs Tigray region say Eritrean 
troops are part of the conflict and the war is far from 
overơ, Nima Elbagir, Barbara Arvanitidis and Eoin 
McSweeney, CNN, December 4, 2020.  
93 ƠƝThey Have Destroyed Tigray, Literallyƞ: Mulugeta 
Gebrehiwot speaks from the mount ains of Tigrayơ, 
World Peace Foundation, January 29, 2021. The 
interview was conducted by Alex de Waal.  

workers? How can such a narrative exist inside a 
world not entirely satirical?  
  
On February 4, following months of similar 
allegations against Eritrean troops, VOA reported 
the US State Department claim that it Ơreceived 
credible reports of l ooting, sexual violence, 
assaults in refugee camps and other human rights 
abuses. It cited evidence that Eritrean soldiers are 
forcibly returning Eritrean refugees to their home 
country.ơ94 The article also referred to the 
testimony of an Eritrean armed opp osition leader 
and fugitive wanted for high treason, who claimed 
that Eritrean forces entered Tigray and were 
killing Eritreans in refugee camps. What the article 
fails to mention is that the opposition leader 
admitted on June 19, 2020 in a radio interview  that 
he visited  Tigray multiple times that year to form a 
Ơtactical alliance ơ with TPLF. 95 This would make 
him party to the conflict and thus a biased, hostile 
witness.  
  
So far, all claims of Eritrean crimes in Tigray are 
based on hearsay  or anecdotal evi dence that is 
impossible to substantiate . Notably, the Ethiopian 
government has informed Tigrayan citizens that 
some of the alleged ƠEritreanơ crimes that they do 
indeed witness may be the result  of TPLF 
deception. On November 12, Ethiopian General 
Mohamme d Tessema explained that TPLF 
soldiers were dressing up in military uniforms 
produced at the Almeda Textile Factory to mimic 
those of the Eritrean Defense Forces in order to 
claim that Eritrea n troops were  present 
throughout Tigray.96  
 
Despite condemnation by the Western media, an 
Eritrean troop presence itself is not the problem 
given TPLFƞs missile attacks and Eritreaƞs bilateral 
security arrangement  with Ethiopia . The alleged 
crimes by those troops being propagated in the 

94 "Diplomats Decry Violence, Call for Withdrawal of 
Eritrean Troops from Ethiopia", Salem Solomon, Voice 
of America , February 04, 2021.  
95 ƠThursday 18 June 2020. Interview with Ato Mesfin 

Hagos. ᶿ᷅Ḕ 18 ḏṥ 2020 ἷ Ḣ/᷄ ᷉Ḕ ṸṎ ᷄ḔἤṪ ᶿỞḔơ,  
Radio Erena . Uploaded to YouTube on June 18, 2020. 
Access here:  https://youtu.be/db40kWwtwjA   
96 Tweet by @SOEFactCheck posted on November 
12, 2020. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/SOEFactCheck/status/13267813
02092296193   
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media, however, are indeed serious issue s that 
must be assessed carefully.  
   

Rape and Sexual Violence  
  
On January 22, the UNƞs special representative on 
sexual violence in conflict, Pramila Patten, said 
that the UN had received Ơdisturbingơ reports 
about sexual violence taking place in Tigray but 
this was non -specific and did not allege who was 
behind the rapes. 97 Since the release of this 
statement, various questionable articles in the 
media suggested that Eritrean and Ethiopian 
troops were taking part in some sexual violence 
but it wasnƞt unti l Lucy Kassaƞs story for the Los 
Angeles  Times on February 11 that the media 
narrative shifted to casting Eritrean troops as the 
primary perpetrators of rape in Tigray.  
 
Gang rape, which is virtually unheard of in Eritrea, 
was supposedly unleashed on the T igrayan 
population. According to the artic le, Eritrean 
troops raped a woma n for two weeks until they 
broke her spine and left her paraplegic. 98  Kassa 
does not provide the victim ƞs first name,  photos  
nor medical records , making substantiation  
impossible.  The primary reason for the 
prominence of Lucyƞs story in the Western media 
was due to her allegation that her home was 
raided  by the federal government. Lucy sent the 
media a photo of her home after the alleged raid, 
which was included in a  VOA article  (Fig. 4).99   
 
Reminiscent of a Hollywood set, the  photo 
appears to be staged. N othing is broken bu t 
simply turned, angled and disordered as though 
the photographer  did not want to go  through the 
trouble of repurchasing destroyed  items 
afterward: unbroken TV per fectly turned to its 
side, couch angled up wards  at a 45 degree angle  
to suggest papers were hiding underneath and a 
ruffle of papers.  
 

                                                           
97 "United Nations Special Representative of the 
Secretary -General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Ms. 
Pramila Patten, urges all pa rties to prohibit the use of 
sexual violence and cease hostilities in the Tigray 
region of Ethiopia", www.un.org , January 21, 2021. 
98 "Eritrean troops accused of rape in Ethiopiaƞs 
Tigray war", Lucy Kassa and Shashank Bengali, Los 
Angeles Times, February 1 1, 2021. 

  

 
Figure 4. Photo of Lucy Kassa's home in Addis Ababa after it was 
supposedly raided by the government. (Courtesy VOA) 

Lucyƞs argument following the said government 
raid, published in another piece for the LA Times, 
was essentially that s he was an ethnic Tigrayan 
being targeted for reporting the truth about her 
people  since the war wa s supposedly a gainst 
Tigray and not jus t TPLF, as the government 
claimed .100 She provided  no evidence  in support . 
Furthermore, s he explained  that the government 
confiscated her laptop and flash drive, which had 
all the photos and videos to prove that Eritreans 
were raping  civilians in Adigrat , Tigray. 
Coincidentally,  her laptop and flash drive , had they 
survived, would  contain the only forms of proof in 
all of Ethiopia that Eritrean troops were  not only 
deep in Tigray but also raping civilians.  
  
Since Lucyƞs LA Times pie ce, the Western media 
has failed to contextualize the rapes in Tigray. 
Prior to the conflict, rape was already a serious 
problem in the region, which was known to have a 
pervasive rape culture. In an interview with TRT 
news, Ethiopian journalist Samuel Get achew 
stated, Ơeven before, the region has been known 
for being unfriendly to women ơ.101  Samuel 
explained that activists, prior to the conflict, had 

99 ƠEthiopian Journalist Attacked in Her Home, 
Questioned on Tigray Connections", Salem Solomon, 
Voice of America , February 12, 2021. 
100 ƠI Reported on Ethiopiaƞs War. Then Came a Knock 
at My Doorơ, Lucy Kassa, Los Angeles Times , 
February 11, 2021.  
101 Tweet by @TRTWorldNow posted on February 13, 
2021. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/TRTWorldNow/status/136051027
0716710919  
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been pushing TPLF to take actions against rape. 
However, TPLF was well known to challenge 
these efforts.  
 
In 2019, TPLF blocked an anti -rape rally in 
Mekelle. 102 One of the leading activists Meaza 
Gidey, who has been described as Ơone of the 
leading faces of the #StopWarOnTigray, Ethiopia 
movementơ, tweeted in 2019 that Ơrape culture is 
ubiquitous in Tigray often times stigmatizing & 
shaming female rape survivors into marrying their 
rapist.ơ103 Today, Meaza seems to ignore the 
possibility of endogenous sources of rape in 
Tigray and instead exclusively points the finger at 
Eritrean and Ethiopian troops. 104 Only a few 
months before the start of the Tigray conflict, 
BBC Tigrinya reported that 133 Tigrayan girls and 
women , aged between 3 and 25, reported being 
raped within the previous three months .105 Many of  
the perpetrators were fathers, brothers, uncles 
and neighbors.   
 

Widespread Criminality in Tigray  
 
The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC), 
led by Daniel Bekele, the former Africa Director at 
Human Rights Watch  and senior adviser at 
Amnesty  International , conducted a two -week 
human rights investigation of the Tigray  region 
and reported on February 11 that all prisoners 
from ten prisons had been released following 
TPLFƞs retreat. 106 All documentation  of inmates 
was destroyed, which Ơmade the t ask of tracking 
major offenders nearly impossible and that it is 
one of the ca uses for the s ubstantial increase of 
looting, gender -based violence and ot her major 
crimes.ơ This alarming news, inexplicably, was not 
reported in the Western media.  
 

                                                           
102 "TPLF bans anti rape protest rally in Tigray Mekele 
city, Ethiopiaƞs northern region", Brana Press , October 
18, 2019. 
103 ƠA women led movement: An introduction to 
Meaza.ơ OMNA Tigray, February 27, 2021. ; Tweet by 
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104 Tweet by @meazaG_ posted on March 8, 2021. 
Access here: 
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60834   

So obvious  to local Tigrayans  was the sudden 
explosion of prisoners and crimes against c ivilians 
that even TPLF-mouthpiece Tigrai Media House 
(TMH)  was forced to  admit , in a news broadcast 
that aired on February 18 and was later deleted 
from their YouTube page, that TPLF itself was 
responsible for the rise in crimes  taking place in 
Tigray.107 His shocking admission, translated from 
Tigrinya into English, reads as follows:  
 

At this time there are a large number of 
criminal elements operating in the city of 

Meke lle. When news broke out that the 
Ethiopian army was making its way to 
Meke lle, the Tig ray regional police 
forces and the prison forces disbanded 
abandoning their posts. As a result of 
this , the prison doors were left open and 
all the hard core criminals  escaped into 
the community . It is believed that these 
criminals are now operating in the city and , 
in particular , the rural areas , especially the 
remote ones. These criminals are known to 
harass the people, b e involved in violent 
robberies  and commit murder. At this time 
the most shocking thing and sad thing is 
that in Tigray, Tigrayans are st ealing 
from their fellow Tigrayans, Tigrayans 
are being  killed by their fellow Tigrayans . 
At the time when the entire world is against 
us, it is disheartening to see such things 
happen between us.  
  
Itƞs extremely sad to see the Tigrayan 
youth engaged in l arge numbers in such 
activities . Everyone is sad at this situation 
and the entire community is disheartened. 
The info rmation that is coming out of 
Mekelle is that when you want to catch a 
taxi, the safest thing to do is board at the 

105 ƠƝṍờḊẽἶ Ṹḽ ḏᶴḔṈ ẖḌᶾἶ ᶹẦ ʉ133 Ềḡ ṸṪḔṍẾ ἑṋẘ 

Ấ᷄ἐ ṈἝἍ᷅ẖṪƞơ, BBC Tigrinya , June 4, 2020 . 
106 ƠCurrent Situation of Residents in Tigray Region - 
Brief Monitoring Reportơ, Ethiopian Human Rights 
Commission, February 11, 2021. Uploaded to Google 
Drive. Access here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oqIUi -
artYwDyAv4Z0I3Ox7C0ipk3RyG/view  
107 ƠEmbassyMedia - TPLF mouth piece TMH admits, 
Stealing & Killing by Tigray Criminals  in Mekeleơ, 
Eritrea EmbassyMedia . Uploaded to YouTube on 
February 21, 2021. Access here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6sz7FmtddtM   
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taxi ranks. This is bec ause the taxis or 
minibuses on the ranks are wel l known and 
their particulars are registered. T herefore , 
even if a crime is committed in these 
vehicles they can be traced. What is 
happening is that rogue taxis and 
minibuses are carrying gangs of criminals 
masquerading as passenge rs and when 
people stop them en route they think that 
they are passengers and board these 
vehicles. Once these innocent travelers 
are in the vehicle they are taken hostage 
by the gang and taken to a remote area, 
they are then robbe d of all their 
possession s. They will have all their money 
taken, their mobile phone taken and 
anything of value taken from them before 
they are dumped somewhere. If the person 
is lucky his life will be spared.  [Emphasis 
added]  

 
The fact that the video was  later deleted by TMH 
suggests TPLFƞs culpability.  
 
The claims by both EHRC and TMH, we re further 
corroborated by the D eputy Administrator of 
Tigrayƞs Northern Zone, Muluberhan Haile . 
Speaking with the Ethiopian Press Agency, 
Muluberhan said, ƠPrior to th e widespread looting 
of pub lic and civilian property in Tigray State, the 
TPLF junta had intentionally set free over 10,000 
prisoners who are accused of and  convicted with 
serious crimes.ơ108 He also indicated that TPLF 
was propagandizing and conducting 
psyc hological operations on the Tigrayan 
population , citing the example of TPLF distributing  
condoms and telling locals to prepare themselves 
for invading Eritrean troops who would soon be 
raping them.  
 
Unlike TPLF, Eritreaƞs PFDJ government , an 
erstwhile vict im of UN sanctions,  has every reason 
to act ethically  and tread lightly in Tigray so as not 

                                                           
108 ƠTPLF junta orchestrates public, civilian property 

looting: Admin.ơ, Ethiopian Press Agency , February 24, 
2021. 
109 "Tiny Eritrea Says ƝNo Thank Youƞ To Foreign Aid 
That Has Strings", Judith Matloff, Christian Science 
Monitor , April 8, 1996. 
110 Thomas P. Ofcansky and LaVerle Berry, editors. 
Ethiopia: A Country Study . "Eritrea and the Mengistu 

to draw attention , much less hostility  by Tigrayan 
civilians and the international community. As such , 
it makes little sense that the Eritrean government 
would comm and its soldiers to engage in needless 
acts of wa nton sexual violence and criminality. 
Therefore, this become s a question of the 
discipline of the Eritrean military and the culture of  
Eritrean society. Is the Eritrean military 
undisciplined? Is rape, theft  and murder normal 
and widespread in Eritrean culture?  

History shows that EPLF, the name of PFDJ 
during the liberation war , was renowned 
worldwide for its discipline and humanity. In 1996, 
the Christian Science Monitor called EPLF, Ơone 
of the most discip lined and cohesive rebel forces 
in modern history .ơ109 The research division of the 
Library of Congress shared similar sentiments  in 
a country study , stating that  ƠIn addition to its 
highly disciplined combatants, the EPLF benefited 
from its broad base of po pular support and its 
political organization. ơ110 According to Horn of 
Africa scholar John Markakis, EPLF Ơlaid heavy 
emphasis on political education and internal 
security, which made the EPLF. the most 
disciplined and effective movement in the Horn of 
Afric a.ơ111 More recently GlobalSecurity.org  
indicates : ƠAs the second largest army in Africa, 
Eritreaƞs Army is well staffed, well trained, and 
compared to the vast m ajority of African armies, 
well-funded. Indeed, during Eritrea ƞs fight for 
independence from Eth iopia, the Eritrean military 
was once widely admired as one of the most 
effective fighting organizations in the world. ơ112 

Regime". Washington: GPO for the Library of 
Congress, 1991. 
111 Markakis, J. (1988). The Nationalist Revolution in 
Eritrea. The Journal of Modern African Studies, 26(1), 
51-70. Retrieved April 16, 2021, from 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/160980   
112 GlobalSecurity.org webpage entry for ƠEritrea 
Armyơ. Access here: 
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world /eritrea/
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In 1985, during an Ethiopian famine deemed one 
of the worst in modern history, 60 Minutes visited 
an EPLF camp for Ethiopian prisoners  of war for 
a documentary and found that EPLF soldiers were 
feeding the POWs Ơ900 gram s of food a day while 
Eritreaƞs own starving people make due with 500 
grams a dayơ.113 This highlights the humanity EPLF 
or, by the most cynical interpretation, its keen 
awareness of maintaining positive international 
publicity. The behavior shown towards POWs 
seems to have been reflective of EPLF ƞs 
leadership as well . Writing for The Baltimore Sun, 
Jane Perlez explains how Eritrea ƞs leader Isaias 
Afwerki took no pleasure i n seeing the hardships 
of his recently defeated enemies: ƠDeeper inside 
Eritrea, between the towns of Teseney and 
Barentu, lay the bodies of Ethiopian soldiers, 
victims of th e last battle for the province. For Mr. 
Isaias and those with him, the sights stru ck a 
sobering mood that proved difficul t to lift with 
music from the Ɯboard tape deck. ơ114 He lamented, 
ƠWhen you see such destruction you forget about 
victory . Itƞs a very sad thing to see these innocent 
people put in this position, thirsty and hungry and 
even if they survive , no future to look forward to. ơ 
 
Thus, Eritreaƞs military and its leadership have a 
longstanding history demonstrative of high 
discipline . However, if one were to assume 
Eritrean soldiers broke discipline on a mass scale 
such that mass r ape, looting and murder would be  
possible, then one would have expect an  Eritrean 
culture  marked by  moral depravity  and barbarism . 
The historical record suggests otherwise.  
 
Congressman Dan Burton  in testimony before the 
U.S. House Foreign Affairs Subcommi ttee  had this 
to say about Eritreans : ƠThe Eritreans have won 
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YouTube on November 23, 2020. Access here: 
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the love and respect of all who have come to know 
them. Ʀ Their humility and perseverance are 
worthy of our awe. And the humane treatment 
which the Eritreans have meted out to their 
enemies is unfortunately all to o rare in this 
world.ơ115 Former US Ambassador Robert Houdek 
said, ƠThe incorruptibility and dedication of  these 
people is extraordinary ơ.116  

Robert D. Kaplan wrote in 2003 that Asmara Ơnot 
only is one of the cleanest capital cities in Afri ca 
but also may be the only capital south of the 
Sahara where one can leave the car doors 
unlocked or prowl the back streets at all hours 
without fear of being robbed, even though the 
police are barely in evidence. ơ117 UN Resident 
Coordinator Christine  Umutoni said in 2017 that 
the ƠEritrean people are very honest, and are very 
accountable people .ơ118 In 2017, Carol Pineau , 
former reporter for CNN, BBC and NPR, said, ƠThe 
Eritreans could be infuriating. They would often 
not tell you anything. The one thing I wi ll say 
thoughƜI never caught them in a lie. They always 
told the truth. ơ119  
 

116 ƠBack From the Ruins : Can this be an African 
nation that works?ơ, Joshua Hammer, Newsweek 
International , February 26, 1996, pg 40.  
117 "A Tale of Two Colonies", Robert D. Kaplan, The 
Atlantic , April 2003.  
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Resident Representative in Eritreaơ, Eritrea 
EmbassyMedia . Uploaded to YouTube on March 15, 
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Robert D. Kaplan wrote in The Atlantic in 2003 
that Eritrea is Ơmost civil of societies ơ and "has 
achieved a degree of non -coercive social 
discipline  and efficiency enviable in the  developing 
world.ơ120 Kaplan would likely be shocked to hear 
about mass rape by Eritrean troops, the sons and 
daughters of liberation fighters whom he met in 
the 1980s and described as follows: "In the 
cramped, frontline quarters, although men and 
women sle ep side by side, sex is said to be rare; 
and pregnancies are unusual despite the 
unavailability of any means of birth control. The 
EPLF evidently has a puritanical streak. ơ121  
 
The aforementioned descriptions run counter to 
the sensationalized depictions of  Eritrean soldiers 
in Tigray. The Western media ƞs unsubstantiated 
allegations of mass rape, theft and murder by the 
Eritrean military in Tigray , in spite of the history 
and data , is a referendum on the Western media ƞs 
perception  of Eritrean culture, which ultimately 
sees the Eritrean  people as undisciplined 
savagesƜas barbarians  incapable of resisting 
carnal desire . This is fundamentally racist.  
 
Mai Kadra Massacre  
  
From November 9 to 10, a TPLF -backed militia 
known as the ƠSamriơ and Tigrayan special poli ce 
forces carried out the murder of 600+ ethnic 
Amhara day laborers in the village of Mai Kadra in 
retaliation for a recent battlefield defeat against 
Ethiopian federal forces. While in retreat, militia 
members went door -to-door hacking victims to 
death wi th machetes and knives and burning 
homes, in addition to many other gruesome 
crimes. These accounts were confirmed by 
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state", Amnesty International, November 12, 2020. 
Access here: 
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123 ƠRapid Investigation into Grave Human Rights 
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Amnesty International in their November 12 
publication that stated, ƠThe organization ƞs Crisis 
Evidence Lab has examined and digitally ver ified 
gruesome photographs and videos of bodies 
strewn across the town or being carried away on 
stretchers. It confirmed the images were recent 
and using satellite imagery, geolocated them to 
Mai-Kadra in western Tigray state (14.071008, 
36.564681).ơ122 The Ethiopian Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC ) deployed a team to Mai 
Kadra to investigate and concluded in their 
November 24 preliminary report that Ơlocal 
security apparatus in charge helped and 
col laborated with the group known as Samriơ and 
that their action s Ơstrongly indicate the 
commission of grave human rights violations 
which may amount to crimes against humanity and 
war crimes.ơ123 These findings were welcomed by 
the AUƞs African Commission on Human and 
Peoplesƞ Rights .124  
  
According to the Ethiopian gove rnment, Samri 
militia members, made up of young men 
ideologically aligned with TPLF, fled to Sudanese 
refugees camps following the massacre and were 
providing false testimony to reporters there. 125 
These claims were corroborated by both private 
local and int ernational media. On November 23, 
Ethiopian Satellite Television (ESAT) 
correspondent Fasil Yenealem reported from 
UNHCRƞs Hamdayet refugee reception center in 
Sudan, explaining that Samri militia members who 
fled the scene of Mai Kadra w ere re organizing 
themselves in the camps, recruiting new 
members, blocking aid disbursement to non -
Tigrayan refugees and Ɯmost notably Ɯ
misinforming international media and 
organizations. 126 AFP visited both the Sudanese 
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refugee camps and Mai Kadra and revealed how 
Tigrayan ref ugee testimony in Sudan blamed the 
federal government while Mai Kadra resident 
testimony blamed the TPLF -back ed militias.127 
How could this be possible? Who should be 
believed: the actual residents of Mai Kadra with 
bodies to corroborate claims or refugees in 
Sudanese camps claiming to be from Mai Kadra? 
In a more recent investigative report published in 
the Italian weekly magazine Panaroma, journalist 
Francesca Ronchin found that the Hamdayet 
camp was where Ơmany militiamen of the now 
defeated TPLF have found refuge ơ and that they 
were Ơnot impartial voices ơ.128  
  
Video footage from the camps aired on November 
27 on the Amhara Mass Media Agency ƞs daily 
news program, which has Samri members on 
record saying in Amharic that they will 
Ơexterminate every Amhar aơ.129 Rather than ring 
alarm bells, Reuters downplayed the threat of the 
genocidal TPLF -backed Samri militia, 
euphemistically labelling them a ƠTigrayan youth 
groupơ in an article with the following misleading 
headline: ƠTigrayans accused of massacre in 
Ethiopia war, both sides claim advances ơ.130 TPLF 
or TPLF -backed militias do not equate to 
ƠTigrayansơ.  
  
The Western media not only buried this story, 
which revealed the genocidal criminality of TPLF, 
but also went as far as providing exposés of other, 
unrelated alleged war crimes painting the 
opposite image: TPLF and Tigrayans as victims  of 
Amhara militias and federal forces. For instance, 
the New York Times, which did not even report the 
massacre, published an article on December 9 
highlighting the crimes by  AmharaƜnot 
TigrayanƜmilitias known as ƠFano.ơ131 Although 
such alleged crimes should be taken seriously and 
investigated, the reality is that the Times seems to 
have manufactured this story. The article focuses 
on the story of the Tigrayan victim Ashenafi H ailu, 

                                                           
23, 2020. Access here:  https://youtu.be/PDfeng -
lb6Q   
127 ƠQuestions linger among the corpses of an 
Ethiopian massacreơ, Robbie Corey-Boulet and 
Abdelmoneim Abu Idris  Ali, Agence France -Presse, 
November 25, 2020.  
128 ƠAxum: il massacro denunciato dalle ongơ, 
Francesca Ronchin, Panaroma, March 25, 2021. 
129 ƠḸ᷇ẽẀễḊ ẸẨḌ ᷇Ỳἢṍ ẖṪỐᶹ ẸἝἋ᷅ṍ ẸḒ᷉ḉṨ 

ẸṍờḊẽ ᶹẹ ṛẽ ʋṵḻᶷṍ Ḹḇṽṍ Ḹ᷉ṍḻᶹ ḟḸᶸṨ ḸḐểṪ 

who was supposedly beaten and dragged by 
noose along a dirt road of an unnamed town in 
Tigray. The article includes a photo of Ashenafi ƞs 
neck as proof of the event (Fig. 5)   
  

 
Figure 5. Photo of !ǎƘŜƴŀŦƛ IŀƛƭǳΩǎ ŎŜǊǾƛŎŀƭ ǎcars supposedly from 
being dragged in a noose. Courtesy: New York Times.  

According to medical e xperts, this scar is more 
than three  months old. However, the Times article 
was published only a month after the conflict 
began, meaning that Ashenafi ƞs account  does not 
hold water.  
  
HRWƞs Horn of Africa Director Laetitia Bader, 
while acknowledging the Ơchillingơ findings of the 
EHRC, stated on Twitter that ƠThe lack of 
independent investigations & access to monitors 
make it difficult to corroborate and identif y claims 
of who may be responsible for such abuses. ơ It is 
almost unfathomable that Bader questions EHRC 
and Amnestyƞs independence given that the latter 
works closely with HRW and the former is led by 
her own colleague, HRW ƞs former Africa Director.   
  
Will Brown, correspondent for The Daily 
Telegraph and senior associate at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, quote -
tweeted EHRC ƞs November 24 tweet blaming 
Samri and instead placed the blame squarely on 
the government and Amhara forces (i.e . Fano): ƠI 

ẸḔỀṈṳṕ Ẁ᷉Ἤ ᶸ  ʊỲḢṍ ṺẻỀḇḐ ṥẛἷơ, Amhara Media 
Corporation . Uploaded to YouTube on November 27, 
2020. Access here: https://youtu.be/kppoWmC7V40   
130 "Tigrayans accused of massacre in Ethiopia war, 
both sides claim advances", Reuters , November 24, 
2020.  
131 ƠFleeing Ethiopians Tell of Ethnic Massacres in 
Tigray Warơ, Abdi Latif Dahir and Tyler Hicks, New 
York Times , December 9, 2020.  

https://youtu.be/PDfeng-lb6Q
https://youtu.be/PDfeng-lb6Q
https://youtu.be/kppoWmC7V40
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have interviewed more than 10 refugees from 
Maikadra in Eastern Sudan who claim the federal 
army / Amhara militias massacred people ơ.132  He 
later deleted this tweet, which has been saved to 
Googleƞs cache. 133 Again, this appears to be 
victim -blaming. Kenneth Roth, the executive 
director of HRW, went as far as blaming the entire 
atrocity at Mai Kaidra on Ơpro -government militias ơ 
in multiple tweets (Fig. 6 - 7) 
 

 
Figure 6Φ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ wƻǘƘΩǎ first deleted tweet falsely blaming άŀ ǇǊƻ-
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀέΦ Courtesy: Twitter. 

After the damage had already been done within 
the 24 -hour news cycle, he then deleted the 
tweets the following day and tweeted a seemingly 
disingenuous apology, using the opportunity to 

                                                           
132 Tweet by @_Will_Brown posted on November 24, 
2020. Access here: 
https://twitter.com/_will_brown/status/133126465377
1632656?lang=en   
133 Google cache link of quote tweet of @_Will_Brown 
by @endalk2006 from November 24, 2020: 

demand more Ơaccessơ from the government (Fig. 
8).  

 
Figure 7Φ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ wƻǘƘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŘŜƭŜǘŜŘ ǘǿŜŜǘ ōƭŀƳƛƴƎ άǇǊƻ-
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀƳŜƴέΦ /ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅΥ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΦ 

 

https://webcache.googleusercontent .com/search?q=
cache:uTdkb14RP -
0J:https://twitter.com/endalk2006/status/133132794
7907747840+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=fir
efox -b-1-d   
 

ñé photo journalist Jemal Countess é 

visited Mai Kadra in March and 

conducted 47 interviews with 

resident s including their full names 

and photos.  All testimonies blame 

TPLF and Samri youth. Thus, there is 

now no question as to who was 

responsible for the Mai Kadra 

massacre .ò 

https://twitter.com/_will_brown/status/1331264653771632656?lang=en
https://twitter.com/_will_brown/status/1331264653771632656?lang=en
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:uTdkb14RP-0J:https://twitter.com/endalk2006/status/1331327947907747840+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=firefox-b-1-d
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:uTdkb14RP-0J:https://twitter.com/endalk2006/status/1331327947907747840+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=firefox-b-1-d
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:uTdkb14RP-0J:https://twitter.com/endalk2006/status/1331327947907747840+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=firefox-b-1-d
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:uTdkb14RP-0J:https://twitter.com/endalk2006/status/1331327947907747840+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=firefox-b-1-d
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:uTdkb14RP-0J:https://twitter.com/endalk2006/status/1331327947907747840+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=firefox-b-1-d
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Figure 8Φ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ wƻǘƘΩǎ ǘǿŜŜǘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǘǿŜŜǘΦ 
Courtesy: Twitter. 

  
How does one accidentally blame the wrong side 
in a massacre this serious and this large? 
According to Bronwyn Bruton of the Atlantic 
Councilƞs Africa Center, Roth ƞs tweet was Ơnot an 
adequate apology for mistakenly accusing the 
wrong pa rty of a genocidal act. I take note of 
@HRW reluctance to properly allocate 
responsibility for this atrocity to #TPLF, even in 
the correction. ơ  
  
Perhaps the clearest evidence that TPLF, rather 
than the federal government or Amhara militias, 

                                                           
134 ƠETH: Mai Kadra Attack Survivors Allege 
Premeditated Ethnic Cleansingơ, Jemal Countess, 
Getty Images , March 5, 2021. 62 photos with stories in 
captions. Access here: 
https://www.gettyimages.com/pho tos/jemal -
countess?editorialproducts=news&events=77563149

was behind th e Mai Kadra massacre, comes from 
the groundbreaking work of staff photographer 
for Getty Images and photo journalist Jema l 
Countess who visited Mai Kadra in March and 
conducted 47 interviews with residents including 
their full names and photos. 134 All testim onies 
blame TPLF and Samri youth. Thus, there is now 
no question as to who was responsible for the Mai 
Kadra massacre.  
  
The testimonies also verify that Samri youth were 
posing as refugees in Sudanese camps and 
falsely testifying that Amhara victims were  
perpetrators. One of the survivors, 35 -year old 
Tilahun Baye, stated, ƠBut once I got to Sudan we 
saw those youths who killed our friends, claiming 
they are civilian refugees. When they recognized 
me they even accused me of being a killer and 
prohibited  [sic]  from getting medical treatment. ơ135 
According to Countess, who was contacted by 
writer and historian Jeff Pearce for  an 
investigative piece on the massacre, TPLF was 
not only infiltrating the Sudanese refugee camps 
but also key positions inside Tigray t hat could help 
forward the TPLF narrative to the international 
media. For instance, Countess explained that a 
ƠTPLF guyơ was falsely translating for Reuters and 
had to be switched out  upon discovery. ƠEven the 
witnesses and survivors talking to the Reuters  
reporter apparently realized that something was 
off, noticing how the translator began spinning 
tales of Fano coming along and committing war 
crimes,ơ wrote Pearce.  
  
Axum Massacre  
  
On February 26, Amnesty international issued a 
report investigating an a lleged massacre of 
Ơhundredsơ that they claim took place on 
November 28 and 29 in the ancient town of Axum, 
home to the Maryam Tsion Church. The report 
concluded Ơthat the indiscriminate shelling of 
Axum by Ethiopian and Eritrean troops may 
amount to war c rimes, and that the mass 
execution of Axum civilians by Eritrean troops 
may amount to crimes against humanity. ơ136 The 

7&family=editorial&phrase=Jemal%20Countess&sort
=newest#license   
135 Countess, J, ƠETH: Mai Kadraơ Editorial number: 
1305830453 (Tilahun Baye).  
136 ƠThe Massacre in Axumơ, Amnesty International, 
February  26, 2021. Access here: 

https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/jemal-countess?editorialproducts=news&events=775631497&family=editorial&phrase=Jemal%20Countess&sort=newest#license
https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/jemal-countess?editorialproducts=news&events=775631497&family=editorial&phrase=Jemal%20Countess&sort=newest#license
https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/jemal-countess?editorialproducts=news&events=775631497&family=editorial&phrase=Jemal%20Countess&sort=newest#license
https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/jemal-countess?editorialproducts=news&events=775631497&family=editorial&phrase=Jemal%20Countess&sort=newest#license























































































