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RITREA

Dynamics of a National Ques tion
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ated power. Itg formida-
ately trying to destabilize it by

| other words Eritrea is the most
Perilous problem of the Ethiopian revolution which has the brightest
Prospects of ushering the first socialist or

Tremendous lessons can be dr

awn from the history of the degener-
ate armed movement in Eritrea.

In minimizing the number of such tragedie
portant to examine how the po
armed movement came about.

S In the future. It is thus im-
litical and ideological regression of the
For example, in what way was it facili-
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INTRODUCTION 3

pian revolution? Could this community have responded differently?

[ have discussed all the issues [ think are Important, using all the
facts I believe are correct. Of course, these include issues relating to the
errors of the Ethiopian regime. I believe such a discussion IS responsible
and appropriate today:
~ (i) The enemies of socialism and of the Ethiopian revolution are well
informed. They know all the facts revealed in this book and much more.
They are aware of and have been exploiting the flaws in the policies of
the Ethiopian regime and those actions which are perceived by Eritreans
as mistakes of the socialist states. They are utilizing everything which is
perceived as unfair and unacceptable by Eritreans.

(if) Now that the Ethiopian revolution has consolidated power, it
can only benefit from such a discussion which may stimulate an ex-

change of ideas concerning a workable approach to the Eritrean prob-
lem.

The book addresses a number of audiences: Eritrean patriots, in-
cluding those who are partisans of socialism: Ethiopia’s ruling party and
government, and Ethiopian progressives in general; the socialist com-
munity, and democratic and peace activists everywhere.

Perhaps, not all the audiences I have in mind would equally appre-
ciate the importance of the details of the local, regional and global issues
covered in this book. While this is unfortunate, there is no other con-
ceivable way of presenting the discussion if the problem is to be ad-
dressed in all its dimensions. And the problem should be addressed as
such if it is to be resolved in a way which would br ! ]

Eritrea, bolster the Ethiopian revolution and consolidate the gains of
world socialism.




