
 

 

The Man in a Hurry to Redraw the Map of the Horn of Africa. 
The Ethiopian Prime Minster Aby Ahmed laments that he has been patiently 
working hard during the past 5 years to acquire land along the Red Sea coastline 
by peaceful means to build a military base for his brown water navy. His first 
public attempt was the memorandum of Understanding (MOU) he signed with 
the leader of Somaliland- one of the constituent parts of the Federal Republic of 
whereby Somaliland was to give Ethiopia about 19 kilometres of its coastline  in 
return for the recognition of  Somaliland by Ethiopia  as an independent 
sovereign country. But this unprecedented agreement was condemned and 
rejected worldwide when Somalia objected vigorously taking it as a flagrant 
infringement on its sovereignty and territorial integrity. Subsequently the MOU 
was annulled in Ankara when the leaders of FRS and FRE agreed on reconciliation 
and recognition of the established colonial borders. Here the prime minister of 
Ethiopia accepted his spectacular and shameful failure for his misadventure and 
disregard to African continental and international conventions.  But his futile 
misadventure continues.  

He now has turned his guns against Eritrea targeting to annex Eritrea’s Port of 
Asseb. Of recent he literary has declared war on Eritrea. As a rational of his 
agenda, he lays down unheard of and unfathomable justification. However for 
the sake of proper and deeper understanding of the reader of this article 
particularly all Africans and Ethiopians, when the Ethiopian government and its 
spokes persons raise the subject of sea port, there are two versions – one for 
foreigners and the other for domestic audience. With foreigners who may be 
country leaders, diplomats and politicians the conversation is conducted in 
ENGLISH. Here the Ethiopian narrators deliberately give the implication and 
impression of mainly reference to access to sea port maritime commercial 
shipping services. And a number of these unwary foreigners support and stress 
that yes Ethiopia has the right to get access to the sea in accordance with the UN 
Convention on the law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as stipulated in the 1982 
international treaty. 

 Of course, this is the accepted and practiced standard which defines the rights 
and obligations of world countries in respect of maritime rules. Yet the corrupt 



and dishonest Ethiopian government spokes persons, disinform and deceive the 
Ethiopian public by decontextualizing the statements of the foreigners and 
asserting that the president or the ambassador of country A, B. C etc, has 
supported Ethiopia’s quest sea port acquisition.  They just twist the remarks to 
fit their agenda with no shame or concern for morality. 

 But when they address the domestic audience in AMHARIC OR OTHER 
DOMESTIC LANGAUGES, the ISSUE is Raised  IN PERSUIT OF POSSESSING A SEA 
PORT BUILT FOR MILITARY AND COMMERCIAL PURPOSES FOR WHICH THE 
PEOPLE MUST BE READY TO SACRIFICE WITH THEIR LIVES! This is what the 
unsuspecting foreigner MISSES! There can’t be more corrupt untrustworthy 
behaviour than this. 

Let me take you now to Aby Ahmed’s reasoning behind the sea port agenda 
justification: 

1. Landlocked Country is Not a Country: He ridiculously asserts that a 
country as mighty and powerful as Ethiopia, cannot continue to exist 
without its own sea port. Wow! Dear reader, here is the paradox of this 
preposterous assertion. Ethiopia in its entire known history, had and has 
never ever a sea port along the Red Sea. The acknowledgement of this fact 
by the learned and honest Professor Ezekiel Gebissa is a testimony to this 
truth. I also have to include here the equally learned and conscientious 
Professor Mohamed Hassan who narrates on fact based wisdom. 
 
Yes I concede that Ethiopia had a foot on the Eritrean Red Sea coast as an 
occupier during the forced federation period 1952-1991. If we were to 
follow this logic according to Aby Ahmed, this would mean Ethiopia had 
not been a country during all these years because it did not have a sea 
port which she owns. In addition Mr. Prime Minister, there are about 44 
landlocked countries like yours in this world with no sea ports of their own. 
Dear Dr. Ahmed a leader of 130 million people, how do you reconcile this 
absurdity in your conclusion?   
 
Dear reader, I wonder what your take would be on this inexplicable   
reasoning? On my part, Aby Ahmed’s expansion in quest own sea port on 
the Red Sea coastline is similar to Hitler’s Lebensraum concept. Aby 



Ahmed’s drive into sovereign Eritrean territory is almost identical to 
Hitler’s ‘’ Drang nach Osten’’ to conquer lands and expand his German 
empire eastwards in pursuit of resources of other countries as a matter of 
right. But in here in Aby Ahmed’s doctrine, it should read: 
 ‘’Drang nach das Rote Meer’’ by marching east wards to reach the 
Eritrean Red Sea and annex Asseb. This means redrawing a new map of 
the Horn region! But we shall see later if any, how and where the real 
redrawn map of the Horn region would look like if any.    
Dear reader, Aby Ahmet’s declaration of war to invade Eritrea is in 
absolute contradiction to the doctrine established by the founding fathers 
of the Organisation of African Union which specifically affirmed the 
sanctity of colonial boundaries. The wording of declaration of this doctrine 
reads ‘’ Uti possidetis juris’’ in confirming ‘’ inviolability of colonial 
borders existing at the time of a nation’s independence’’.  
Dear reader for clear understanding of this effective and workable 
doctrine which served African countries well, the Latin phrase translates 
into ‘’ as you possess under Law’’ which changed colonial-era territorial 
boundaries into international boundaries of the new independent states.  
 
Here the reader is humbly reminded to take into account two important 
observations: 
a) That Aby Ahmed is tampering with this cardinal doctrine which has 

prevented possible disastrous interstates wars and preserved 
territorial integrity of all African countries including Prime Minister 
Ahmed’s country – Ethiopia even though she annexed Eritrea for 30 
plus years in defiance of this principle. All Ethiopians should know that 
the Ogaden region wouldn’t be part of Ethiopia if the above doctrine 
were to be abolished. 

b) That, it is the leader of the Head Quarter country of the African Union 
who has embarked to abolishing this effective and workable doctrine. 
Aby Ahmed’s recklessness must make the African Union to rethink 
about relocating its head office to an African country whose leader and 
people truly and honestly respect this continental successful 
framework which has sustained the stability and peace among 
neighbouring African countries. This doctrine was established with 



vision and wisdom to serve as a reference framework for resolving all 
territorial issues. It should be preserved and respected for eternity as 
long as all African countries accept it for what is – an effective peace 
maintenance doctrine.        

2. The logic of Demography:  Prime Minister Aby asserts that because 
Ethiopia is a country with about 130 million people (never mind the 
validity of this figure), it needs the best that nature has given to mankind 
such as a sea port. But Ethiopia is deficient in this. Therefore he vigorously 
argues by hook or crook, this goal must be accomplished. And the 
available method he puts in place is to annex the Eritrean Sea Port of Asseb 
by invading Eritrea. Clearly for him this means if countries with millions or 
billions of people invade small sovereign countries in pursuit of natural 
resources which they lack, their actions would be justified. He even boasts 
that Ethiopia can sustain waging wars perpetually because she has well 
over 30 million men and women of fighting age who could carry guns and 
be deployed. Amazing a peace prize winner glorifies violence! 
 
In order to mobilize and electrify support for his destructive agenda, the 
Ethiopian public is relentlessly subjected to a steady bombardment of 
propagandist absurd persuasions day in day out by all government 
communication channels and none government social media outlets. 
People are urged to be ready to respond to the call of war readiness for 
the survival of their country. Such is the inner nature of Aby Ahmed. 
Incidentally, he seems to espouse the belief in brutal laws of nature that 
in violence and killings, it is the survival of the fittest.  
The prime minister’s lectures on hydrology, medical science and 
technological developments shows his narcissistic personality. His belief 
of himself as a chosen leader to establish Ethiopia as reborn country would 
indicate messianic narcissism equivalent to Hitler’s Volkisch doctrine. Aby 
Ahmed stresses Ethiopia’s greatness as a country that deserves to act in 
the best interest of Ethiopia as a matter of right at the expense of other 
sovereign countries specifically Eritrea. He urges Ethiopians to respond to 
his nationalism unquestionably and accusing those who do not as traitors.    
 



  One hardly sees compassion and the concern for human life on him. His 
boyish face does not indicate that loss of the lives of innocent Amhara 
peasants means nothing to him as a leader of a country. No condemnation 
no sympathy. 
 
Undoubtedly, the contempt of the Nobel Peace Prize Laureate (really?), 
Aby Ahmed for legal norms and international conventions governing 
relations among sovereign states, is crystal clear.  Dear all readers there is 
not even a single precedence or historical parallel whereby a country that 
believes has the power to claim and acquire a sovereign country’s lands 
on the basis of no grounds whatsoever but population size as Aby Ahmed 
does. How come? Is this divine right? Or what?  All fair minded people 
should ask and condemn in the strongest possible terms, because the 
stakes are immeasurable to put it in simple words.  War and destruction! 
 Dear readers, this is how we would be welcomed to the new world order 
a la Aby Ahmed!   
  
As regards the redrawing of the map of the Horn of Africa if it would come 
to pass as Aby Ahmed’s errand adult boys dream, it will be the redrawing 
of the Ethiopian empire itself thanks to Aby Ahmed’s misguided internal 
and external policies.  The remarkable assertion of Aby Ahmed that 
Ethiopia will not survive as country without possessing its own sea port, 
will come to pass by his own making. External adventures will only 
exacerbate the demise of his country. Internally his country is at critical 
crossroads due the on-going wars. He is waging unrelenting wars almost 
throughout the length and breadth of the country which possibly may 
break up it into ethnic based independent entities.  Forget the invasion of 
peaceful Eritrea, your internal wars may deliver you the actual redrawing 
of the Horn of Africa you seek to achieve you Mr. Prime Minister and your 
intellectually deficient advisers and generals.       
 

3. The logic of Security and Economics as a Reason for the Invasion of 
Eritrea 
This is what Prime Minister Aby Ahmed frequently lectures his people on, 
the lack of sea port as a cause for Ethiopia’s economic and security 



problems. Such falsified assertions are bare excuses for chauvinistic and 
arrogant reasoning intended to generate support by appealing to 
nationalistic sentiments to which the people have so far refrained from 
dancing to his war mongering drama.  
However Prime Mister Aby Ahmed does not seem to understand that 
every country faces constraints of all kinds.  The challenge is how to 
resolve national crisis by peaceful and effective means. I personally cannot 
give an example where a landlocked country has gone to war to solve its 
security and economic problems by invading a littoral state to acquire land 
to build its own sea port. And in terms of security how far into or from the 
sea should a country be in order to ascertain its security or economic 
progress, is not known to me.  Kazakhstan as the largest landlocked 
country in the world is 3750 kilometres from its nearest sea port. And yet 
with this obvious constraint the country is able to maintain its 
international connectivity via a number of transit countries with 
adherence to the provisions of international maritime law. This is a true 
example of obeying the rule of geography and dealing with problem head 
on. This should be much easier for Ethiopia which even has been 
encouraged by Eritrea to use Eritrean ports in instead of going to execute 
ruinous wars.  The European rich and secure countries of Switzerland and 
Austria are brilliant examples of landlocked states which have accepted 
and overcame this particular geographical and natural resources 
endowment constraints. Why should it be exceptional to resource rich 
Ethiopia which has been welcomed to get commercial maritime services 
in accordance with the compliance of the UNCLOS?  
 
In conclusion, I have to highlight the following three points loud and clear: 
a)  With the exception of few, such as the likes of  Professor Ezekiel 

Gebissa and Professor Mohamed Hassan, almost all Ethiopian elites do 
not condemn the unlawfulness and criminality of Aby Ahmed’s 
behaviour with regard to his unfounded claim of the Eritrean sea port 
of Asseb while they all know well that Ethiopia has no basis whatsoever 
to claim Asseb. If Ethiopia has legally acceptable and valid claim why 
not take it to international court of arbitration with veracious evidence 



permissible in the court of justice? But no because there is no 
legitimate claim here. 
What is so sad is that even Ethiopian individuals whom we take as fair 
minded, do not condemn Aby Ahmed’s illegal agenda and only chose 
to oppose him on his timing and mannerism while harbouring a hidden 
desire to annex the Eritrean sea port of Asseb. In point of FACT any   
honest person would have said ‘’ STOP THIS CLAIM ON ASSEB, IT IS 
ILLEGAL, UNACCEPTABLE AND DETRIMENTAL TO BOTH COUNTRIES’’. 
But we Eritreans know this Ethiopian territorial design inside out 
without. No need to remind ourselves on this. 

b) As a citizen of peace loving country and the son of the beautiful and 
generously friendly people of Eritrea, my message to all Ethiopians is 
this: supporting or refraining from condemnation of the push for 
invasion to annex Asseb for the sake of national pride and projection 
of power is a fatal error that may seal the fate of your country as you 
know it. Whether the same fate will befall the war mongering Prime 
Minister, only time will tell.  

c) Instead let us work together to construct an everlasting and peaceful 
coexistence, founded on collaborative relationship for the benefit of 
future generations.       

 

Eternal Glory to Our Martyrs 
Awet Nhasfash 

Haile Habtegaber, the Netherlands 

 

 

 

    


