S/2007/440

Annex II
Twenty-fourth report on the work of the Eritrea-Ethiopia
Boundary Commission
1.
This is the twenty-fourth report of the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission,
covering the period from 1 April to 9 July 2007. The previous report covered the
period from 21 December 2006 to 31 March 2007.
2.
In its previous report dated 30 April 2007 (S/2007/250), the Commission noted
that the Parties had not yet proceeded as contemplated in paragraph 22 of the
Commission’s Statement of 27 November 2006 and that, in particular, they had not
by themselves reached the necessary agreement on the emplacement of pillars, nor
had they proceeded significantly to implement the Statement or enabled the
Commission to resume its activity. The Commission also reiterated its firm
commitment, expressed in paragraph 28 of the Statement, that during the 12 months
from the issuance of the Statement it will remain willing to provide assistance if the
Parties jointly so request and provide assurances of cooperation and security.
3.
On 18 April 2007 the Commission sought from the Parties an indication of the
progress they had made towards the conclusion of the necessary arrangements either
for pillar emplacement by themselves or for requesting the Commission to resume
its activity in the manner set out in the Statement.
4.
In its reply of 17 May 2007, Eritrea stated that it “stands ready to resume the
demarcation of the 13 April 2002 delimitation line as soon as circumstances permit”
and stressed its support for the Commission’s efforts to identify boundary pillar
locations. Eritrea’s letter further stated that “the necessary prerequisite for
demarcation is Ethiopia’s unequivocal acceptance of the Commission’s Award and
its complete cooperation with the Commission’s technical staff”. No reply was
received from Ethiopia.
5.
On 31 May 2007 the Commission wrote to the Parties recalling that six months
remained for them to implement the Statement and advising them that at least six
months’ lead time would be required to enable surveyors and contractors to begin
work on the boundary if the Commission were asked to resume its activity. Ethiopia
replied by letter on 4 June 2007 indicating that it “has accepted the Commission’s
delimitation decision of 13 April 2002 without precondition”.
6.
Encouraged by the replies from the Parties, the Commission decided that it
could be constructive to hold a meeting with the Parties to ascertain how, having
regard to the various qualifications indicated by each Party, the demarcation process
might continue. On 13 June 2007 the Commission wrote to the Parties seeking their
views on holding such a meeting. Eritrea, in its reply of 25 June 2007, stated that it
was “ready to attend a Commission meeting in a spirit of cooperation”. Ethiopia, in
its reply of 27 June 2007, stated: “Ethiopia does not believe that the minimum
conditions exist for demarcating the border between Ethiopia and Eritrea. However,
Ethiopia is prepared, in the hope that such conditions might be created, to attend if
you should decide to convene a meeting.”
7.
The Commission has accordingly decided to hold a meeting with the Parties in
September this year, and a letter of invitation to the Parties, together with the
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Commission’s letter of 13 June 2007 and the Parties’ subsequent replies of 25 and
27 June 2007, are attached to this report.
8.
Ethiopia continues to default on its obligation to pay its contributions to the
Commission’s work as required by article 4 (17) of the Algiers Agreement; this
refusal was noted in paragraph 5 of the Commission’s previous report. In October
2006 the Commission applied to the United Nations Trust Fund for Eritrea and
Ethiopia for assistance. In May 2007 the Trust Fund was able to make a
contribution which met most, but not all, of the Commission’s indebtedness. The
expenses of holding the meeting planned for September will once again put the
Commission in the red. The Commission wishes to thank once again the donors and
Trust Fund administrators for their support in the face of the Commission’s financial
difficulties. The Commission wishes to reiterate that the fact that it has received
such support does not relieve the Parties of their continuing duty to meet the costs
of the Commission.
(Signed) Sir Elihu Lauterpacht
President of the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission
9 July 2007
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